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Local Catholic educator
Witherspoon on elite list
of ‘Top 50 Innovators’
By Ken Datzman

Please see Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School, page 19

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Donna Witherspoon, principal at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School in Melbourne, has been named one of
the ‘Top 50 Innovators in Education’ by the Center for Digital Education. This is her first year as principal at Our
Lady of Lourdes, though she has been with the Diocese of Orlando for more than a decade. Previously,
Witherspoon was the technology coordinator at Good Shepherd Catholic School in Orlando, where she was
nominated for the honor. Her school was the only Catholic institution in the nation to make the list.
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The rapid evolution of digital technology is reshaping the field of education
and the classroom environment in America.
Technology has revamped most other industries, from retail banking to real
estate, and now it’s molding the 21st century digital–instructional model in
education.
Digital technology is empowering students and teachers like never before,
with interactive whiteboards, laptops, and a host of other learning tools, driving
the transformation and convergence.
The emerging model, in general, centers on mobility and accessibility, and the
rise of digital content. There are other technology trends that are shaking up the
industry as well. But one thing is for certain. The transformation is creating a
new learning environment for students and the trend is only accelerating.
“It’s huge,” said Donna Witherspoon, the new principal at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic School in Melbourne, which serves students in kindergarten
through eighth grade.
“Integrating technology into the classroom and making it engaging for the
students, with full teacher participation, is one of the hottest topics in education
today.”
One of her areas of expertise is classroom technology. “I’m an educator first,
but I do have a technology–coordinator background. So integrating technology
into the classroom is one of the things I do.”
And she did it so effectively at Good Shepherd Catholic School in Orlando, an
elementary school with roughly 575 students, Witherspoon was named one of
the “Top 50 Innovators in Education” in America for 2012 by the Center for
Digital Education.
She joins an elite group of leaders in her field, including college professors and
researchers, educators from public and private schools to experts from the U.S.
Department of Education, who comprise the “Top 50 Innovators” list.
Her school was the only Catholic institution in the nation to make the
compiling.
“To be honored by them is beyond words,” she said. “I’m a humbled person.”
Witherspoon added, “A lot of us in the field know how to integrate technology
and keep up with research and trends. But getting the teachers aboard with the
same vision, getting the parents aboard, gaining the funding, and winning
community support is where the creativeness comes in, I believe. One person
does not make or break what you do. It takes wide support. We had that at Good
Shepherd and we’re seeing the same at Our Lady of Lourdes.”
The Center for Digital Education is a national research and advisory institute
specializing in education–technology trends, policy, and funding.
The organization acknowledges that “technology does not transform learning
itself. It is an aid and a tool to effective, creative instruction that only can come
from properly trained and innovative instructors.”

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS
BBN
Kiwi site of ‘Keep the Ball in Motion’ fund–raiser all day on Feb. 9; event to support genomic cancer research
INDIAN HARBOUR BEACH — The Kiwi Tennis Club
will host the first “Keep the Ball in Motion, Rally and Give
Back Tennis Relay” from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Feb. 9. The
event raises funds for genomic cancer research.
The national one–day tennis fund–raiser is the creation
of Teah Flynn, a 15–year old Farmington, Ark., student
and tennis player who decided to get involved in the fight
against cancer.
After viewing a morning–show segment on genome
research with Dr. Lukas Wartman, himself a cancer
patient, and Dr. Rick Wilson of the Genome Institute of
Washington University, she was inspired to get involved
after seeing the work being done to isolate and treat genes
that cause cancer.
Soon her love of tennis spawned the “Keep the Ball in
Motion Tennis Relay.” Outreach began to tennis clubs
around the country to participate in this event, in hopes of
making a big impact with a simple idea, and Kiwi Tennis
Club decided to get involved.
The format involves multiple players per hour aimed at
continuous back and forth play for 12 hours. Players are
encouraged to sign up in teams to earn matching funds of
their donation.
The fee is $10 and the event is open to all ages and all
skill levels. Full proceeds will go to Genomic Cancer
Research at the Washington University School of Medicine
in St. Louis. To register, visit www.kiwitennisclub.com.
“Kiwi is excited to give our members and tennis players
in the community a chance to support this effort,” says
Holly Baney, marketing director at Kiwi Tennis Club.

“Teah has created a fun way to support a good cause in a
big way and we invite everyone to participate.”
As an added bonus to the event at Kiwi, five teams can
earn “matching funds” for their entry donations through a
special grant program from the Community Foundation
for Brevard.
“Rally all your friends and fellow club members to
create multiple–member teams,” said Baney. “If 25 people
make up a team and collectively donate $250 to the event,
that donation is immediately increased to $500 with
matching funds. And remember, you don’t have to be an
accomplished tennis player to participate. As long as you

can use a racquet and hit it to the other side, we want you
to participate!”
Flynn set a goal to get 72,000 people to participate in
this event and raise $720,000. To date, she’s received
interest for more than 100 events around the nation.
Kiwi hopes to have a full house of players in support of
her goal, said Baney. “And remember, you can donate
more than the suggested $10 entry for the event.”
For more information about the program, visit
tennisrelay.org or call (479) 444–9922. For local event
information, visit www.KiwiTennisClub.com or call
773–2116.

Annual Malabar Springfest seeks vendors and sponsors for its event set for April 13
The annual Malabar Springfest is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 13, in Malabar Community Park. The
event is free of charge.
Billed as “family fun in a rural setting,” this event brings together residents, businesses and visitors to enjoy arts and
crafts, live music, food and business vendors, games and more.
It is a “showcase for the Town of Malabar and has grown each year,” bringing in citizens from other areas of Brevard
as well as Indian River County.
The event will be promoted throughout the print and online sources, including the town’s website,
www.townofmalabar.org.
Crafters and vendors may obtain an application for the Springfest by contacting event coordinator Cindi Kelley at
727–7764, extension 11, or via e–mail at CKelley@TownofMalabar.org.
Sponsors and donors are also needed. Donations can be cash, products or services, as well as items for door prizes and
raffle items.
In addition, at 5:30 p.m. the Town of Malabar will host its second annual “Cowbell 5K Run–Walk or 10K Trail Run, “
in partnership with the Brevard County Parks and Recreation’s Environmental Endangered Lands Program.
Register for the event at http://register.runningzone.com, visit Town Hall or call 727–7764, extension 11.

Create YOUR FUTURE.
Find yourself at BARRY UNIVERSITY, the second-largest private, Catholic university in the
Southeast • More than 100 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral programs • Day, evening,
and weekend classes also offered for adult students at sites throughout Florida [including
Brevard County], in such programs as: Administration • Emergency Management •
Health Services Administration • Information Technology • Liberal Studies •
Public Administration • BARRY’S School of Adult and Continuing Education provides
adult students with undergraduate, graduate, and non-credit programs that recognize
the educational needs of the adult learner and promote lifelong learning •
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Parrish Medical Center employees raise funds to support wide range of community–wellness projects
TITUSVILLE — Parrish Medical Center staffers
raised more than $113,600 for its fifth annual employee–
giving campaign.
Co–chaired by Ryan Hieronymus, registration and
scheduling interim director, and Sheryl Shelley, who
works in the clinical–equipment department, the PMC
Circle of Giving Committee rallied employees and selected
a signature project that reaches out to the community.
The committee members included Paul Fender, Kathie
Coon and Jerald Smith. They were joined by Jess Parrish
Medical Foundation staff liaison Misty Wilson.
The campaign supported a wellness package consisting
of four projects:
l A new Healing–in–Motion van. The transportation
program helps patients get to their hospital appointments
or gives them a ride home after a hospital stay.
l New lift equipment to safely transport patients.
l A third–floor fitness–area upgrade for care partners.
l Telehealth–monitoring equipment to remotely
monitor patients to keep them healthy and prevent
readmissions to the hospital.
All four projects focus on increased wellness for the
community and PMC employees.
Because of the generosity of PMC employees, the
Healing–in–Motion van transportation program was
started in April 2007. Employees raised money to
purchase a van, hire a driver and put the program in place
for the community.
Since the program was initiated, roughly 12,000
patients have been served, according to Deena Ellis,

security manager. Security oversees the PMC van
program and the head driver is PMC employee Tiffany
Pergerson.
Because of the aging and normal wear and tear, the
original van was frequently out of service for repairs, said
Ellis. PMC employees were able to raise funds to purchase
a new van so patients could continue to receive transportation for necessary treatment. The new van offers increased
passenger capacity and allows additional patients to be
served.
The second project in the wellness package, new lift
equipment, has been ordered and will soon be put into
place at the hospital. “This new equipment will provide

safer patient handling, reduce employee injuries and
ensure the safety and comfort of our patients,” says Jean
Hallet, PMC employee health nurse.
The remaining two projects will be completed by
summer 2013.
“The generosity of our employees is amazing. We’d like
to thank everyone who supported the campaign and who
is committed to bringing increased wellness to our
community,” said Hieronymus and Shelley.
The Circle of Giving committee is an extension of the
Jess Parrish Medical Foundation.
For more information about the foundation, call
269–4066 or visit ParrishMedFoundation.com.

Florida Farm Bureau earns top national award at organization’s annual meeting
GAINESVILLE — The American Farm Bureau Federation has presented Florida Farm Bureau with the national
organization’s Pinnacle Award for 2012.
This honor recognizes Florida Farm Bureau as the best state Farm Bureau within its membership group.
Announced at the American Farm Bureau’s annual meeting in Nashville, Tenn., on Jan. 13, the award caps a stellar
year for the “Voice of Florida Agriculture.”
Florida Farm Bureau previously received the AFBF’s 2012 Awards of Excellence for all major categories of operation
evaluated. The state Farm Bureau also garnered the President’s Award for Leadership Development and for Member
Services, denoting superior accomplishments in those activities.
“I have known for a long time that our organization is one of the best state Farm Bureaus in the nation,” said Florida
Farm Bureau President John Hoblick. “I am very proud of our volunteer leaders, our members and our staff.
He added, “We work together to serve our members’ interests. This honor demonstrates that our dedication and
consistent effort merit national prominence. I thank everyone for their contributions to this outstanding result.”
Florida Farm Bureau is the Sunshine State’s largest general agricultural organization with more than 147,000
member–families representing Farm Bureaus in 60 counties.
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In an attempt to quell violence, don’t publicly identify the ‘mentally disturbed’
By Carla Poindexter
UCF Forum columnist
I am certainly not in a position to judge whether a
student appears mentally disturbed or unstable in the
sense that he or she might be a threat to society or to
themselves.
However, as a university–level educator who spends
most of my working hours with young people in their late
teens and early 20s, I have witnessed and experienced
situations that were a cause for concern in which I felt
compelled to act, intervene or respond in ways that we, as
research professors, are often not trained to do.
Although most of these situations have been resolved
with a common–sense approach to the problem, every so
often I have experienced a situation with a student that
was more subtle and unpredictable.
My first attempt to resolve a problem with a student
who appears to be exhibiting unusual behavior is to
engage them in private conversation in an attempt to
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determine the nature of the problem. If the problem is
outside my experience or comfort level and appears to be
psychologically motivated, I try to guide the student
towards university counseling.
I use the word “guide” because it is not easy to suggest
to students that they might need to seek counseling,
especially if they do not perceive that their behavior is
abnormal, or worse, if they perceive that others are at
fault. If the situation suggests possible danger, I have
immediately consulted a department advisor as soon as
possible, moving the situation outside the classroom and
educational environment. But this column is about
situations that are not clear–cut and are more difficult to
handle.
Several years ago I was teaching a young female
student whose behavior went from vivacious and alert to
sullen and dull over a period of a few short weeks. Although she attended class and was always punctual, her
work had fallen in quality and her behavior appeared
detached. There is a formal group discussion/critique
component to my class structures that requires all
students to participate in individual presentations. When
it was her turn to present her work, her behavior in front
of the class evolved from restrained and academic to
agitated and tearful. After a few moments she stopped
talking and ran out of the room.
I immediately excused myself from the class to find her.
But she was gone. She was not in the restroom or any
other place I looked. My plan then was to take her aside to
talk when she came to the next class, but she never came
back. I found out later that she had an abusive boyfriend
and that she died a few weeks later. There was no
explanation from anyone, even her family.
I have questioned my responses to this young woman’s
behavior. It was a subtle evolution that although troublesome didn’t appear extraordinary, especially in view of the
academic and social pressures facing young people in all
disciplines and from all walks of life today. Although I

have retraced my actions and responses to my student, I
concluded I could not have known.
I don’t believe anyone — not a teacher or a counselor or
a friend or even a parent — can truly predict the behavior
of an individual, particularly not in the cases of individuals
who have produced the horrific events that have culminated in the devastating tragedies we have experienced
these past few years in this country.
There are no easy or simple answers.
But I fear that in our efforts to heal our national grief
and subdue our anxieties, we may rush to find quick
solutions to unanswerable questions about human
behavior. As we grapple with the causes and motives of
mass violence and self–destruction, some people, including
the president of the NRA, suggest a national system be
created to identify individuals who may be mentally
disturbed and potential future offenders. However, if an
identification system were ever generated, it could create
serious unintended consequences and opposite outcomes.
New modern–day witch–hunts could result from a
system that attempts to predict and tally psychological
behaviors. Imagine a time when educators are expected to
be responsible for the role of watchdog. Pointing fingers
and listing people as mentally disturbed could unleash
undo suspicion and destruction of individual reputations
such as what this nation experienced during the McCarthy
era.
During the time when communication and sensitivity
are essential, the concern of possibly labeling a student as
mentally ill could lead an educator to silence and inaction
rather than to open discussion and seeking professional
help for the student’s problems.
UCF Forum columnist Carla Poindexter is an
associate professor of fine art at the University
of Central Florida and can be reached at
Carla.Poindexter@ucf.edu.

Humane Society seeks sponsors, vendors for its fund–raising event in Cocoa Village
The Central Brevard Humane Society is inviting area businesses and rescue groups to take part in its seventh annual
“Mardi Gras Paws in the Park” event that will be held in conjunction with the “Cocoa Village Mardi Gras, on Sunday,
Feb. 10, from 12 to 3 p.m., at Riverfront Park in historic Cocoa Village.
Sponsorship opportunities for Mardi Gras Paws in the Park are for individuals and businesses, beginning at $100. The
primary sponsorship, “The Big Easy,” is $1,000.
This event features promotion opportunities while helping homeless animals in the county.
The cost for businesses to be a part of the vendor village at Mardi Gras Paws in the Park is $50. All rescue groups may
participate at “no charge” (pending space availability). Vendors and rescue groups must supply their own tables, chairs,
promotional materials, display racks and set–up staff.
Mardi Gras Paws in the Park is a free family friendly event for pet lovers and includes rescue groups, a vendor village,
pet contests, the crowning of the “furry” King and Queen of the Park, a demonstration from the Brevard Sheriff
Department’s Paws & Stripes Cadets, and live entertainment by the Humane Society’s Jazz Band.
For more information, contact the Central Brevard Humane Society at 636–3343 or visit www.crittersavers.com.

Organization honors McLean and Mahnke
Space Coast Association of Realtors has recognized Louise McLean of Hartung Real Estate as its 2013 Realtor of the
Year and Elaine Mahnke of Island Title and Escrow Agency as its 2013 Affiliate of the Year. These individuals were
honored for their volunteerism and contributions to the real–estate association and industry. The two honors are the
highest awards given by the association, a professional trade organization representing more than 1,400 Realtors and
business affiliates countywide.
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Lawmakers with no combat experience are too ready
for war, U.S. veteran and Princeton graduate says
The U.S. military invaded Afghanistan
in 2001 and has been there ever since; in
fact, the government started and ended
another long and costly campaign in Iraq
within that period. All the fighting, dying,
loss of limbs, family absences, stress and
resulting post–traumatic stress disorder,
alcoholism, homelessness and suicide have
been experienced by less than 1 percent of
the population — combat veterans.
“Everyone says they can only imagine
the hell of war, and it’s true; if you haven’t
been in combat, you just don’t know what it
is like,” says Ord Elliott, a former platoon
commander with the U.S. Marines and
author of The “Warrior’s Silence”
(www.ordelliott.com). The memoir, written
over several decades, recounts the transformative experience of combat in Vietnam
and how it formed his emerging understanding of war as a young man.
“The problem has gotten worse because
the number of active–duty veterans in the
U.S. Congress has been declining for nearly
four decades,” Elliott says. “This year’s
113th Congress will have the fewest since
World War II — just 19 percent of the 535
House and Senate members.”
Elliott says he had no particular
purpose in mind when he wrote down his
memories and impressions of war, and the
pages sat in the back of my closet for years
— until the drums of war started up once
again for the Middle East.
“I knew more young people would be
used as cannon fodder for an unnecessary
war, voted on by old politicians with
nothing to lose. That’s when I knew my
writing could be used for something.”
Much of his reader feedback addresses
the apparent indifference by politicians to
the suffering that will be endured by troops
when the nation goes to war, says Elliott, a
Princeton graduate. He says many feel that
“The Warrior’s Silence” — in the tradition
of Karl Marlantes’ “Matterhorn” and
Norman Mailer’s “The Naked and the
Dead” — should be required reading for
any politician pushing for a war vote.
Several passages in Elliott’s book detail the
heavy toll of war:
l Resentment and anger: As a platoon
commander, Elliott participated heavily in
“the numbers game,” which was the
attempt to count the dead and wounded on
both sides. “It became a far more fictional
than real method of accounting,” he says.
Many times since then, Elliott has
daydreamed about having Robert
McNamara, the late Secretary of Defense
JANUARY 28, 2013

who played a major role in the Vietnam
War, run “point.” “I wanted the politicians
and the generals and the colonels sitting
back in Da Nang moving pins on a map —
I wanted those bastards on my point,” he
writes. “When you’re on point, you’re
marching on the edge of annihilation, your
last moment not a full breath away.”
l Depersonalizing humans: In Vietnam
enemies were called “Gooks;” today, we
fight “terrorists,” or even the more blatantly racist “rag–heads.” In addition to the
many inane reasons given for the past
several U.S. wars –which stay with vets as
a nagging “why?” — embattled military
personnel also carry with them the
dangerous experience of having dehumanized people. “When you get back from
combat, you know you’ve changed, but you
don’t know exactly how,” he says.
l The good warrior: Dave Hackett, a
friend of Elliott’s in Vietnam, was the
company’s executive officer. “He was a good
Marine who never questioned the war; he
was a professional warrior who accepted
the rules of the game he was in,” Elliott
says. One night, the two shared coffee
while Dave retold the adventures of a
Native American hero, as portrayed in a
western–novel series, in which the
protagonist was finally killed. The
storytelling turned out to be prophetic. The
next day the company was ambushed and
Dave died in the firefight trying to save
other Marines. Today’s Marines are much
like Dave, Elliott says. They are admirable
in their willingness to charge into anything, and they are completely at the mercy
of politicians’ votes.
l Insight: “My father fought in the
Battle of the Bulge,” writes Catherine
Webber, a former Oregon state senator.
“Two years later, when I was only 6, he
committed suicide. Ord’s insight into the
warrior’s mind has helped me understand
how what he endured could have trumped
his love for me, my mother and my baby
sisters. Had I known this 60 years ago, my
life would have been much different. I have
now finally found some closure and peace.”
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Ord Elliott was a Marine Rifle Platoon
Commander in Vietnam, and he is a
Princeton graduate. He went on to build
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SCCU promotes Barnwell to director of
retail services; oversees nine branches
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Melbourne–based Space Coast Credit Union has
announced the promotion of Beverly Barnwell to director of
retail services.
In this new role, she will assume responsibility for the
development of SCCU’s nine branches and membership in
North Brevard County.
Barnwell joined SCCU in January 2006 as the market–
development manager for South Brevard and Indian River
Counties.
She was responsible for the overall development of
South Brevard and Indian River County, building relationships in the communities SCCU serves to ultimately drive
production in the branches. Barnwell supported several
branch openings and increased brand awareness in these
markets, said SCCU.
In July 2009, Barnwell was promoted to manager of the
Baytree branch. Under her leadership, the branch
produced more than $18 million in vehicle–loan production
and “met or exceeded” their member–satisfaction goals for
36 consecutive months.
She also served as an integral member of several
project teams within SCCU, including most recently the
Mobile Banking team, which was tasked with making
mobile banking a reality for SCCU’s 376,000 members.
Barnwell has more than 15 years experience in the
banking industry, starting at Barnett Bank in 1997, which
eventually became Bank of America, and working there
until joining SCCU in 2006. She holds a degree in business
and finance from Keiser University.
SCCU, with assets of more than $3 billion, has a
network of 56 branches and over 100 ATMs located
throughout Florida and through its web site, SCCU.com.
The credit union is open for membership to anyone who
lives or works in the Florida counties it serves. Locations
can be found at SCCU.com/locations.
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Gale Bray, broker of National Realty of Brevard Inc.,
has announced her company’s top–producing associates for
the month of December. The Top Listers were: Judy
Valiceni, of the Melbourne office; Elaine Chambers,
Suntree; and Teresa Schick, Indialantic. Top Sellers: Beth
Glover, Melbourne; Valicenti; Sandy Rickabaugh, Palm
Bay; Cyndi Jones, Palm Bay; and J.R. Kaiser, Indialantic.
And the Top Producers: Glover; Valiceni; Jones; and Gene
Newberry, Indialantic.

Wickham Park seeks participants for truck event
Brevard County Parks and Recreation is hosting a
Touch–a–Truck event from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
April 6, at the Wickham Park Main Pavilion on North
Wickham Road, next to Brevard Community College, in
Melbourne. This is a family friendly event that provides
the opportunity for children of all ages to explore a variety
of vehicles up close. Local businesses and organizations
with unique vehicles, large trucks, tractors, heavy equipment, and more are being sought to participate in this
community event, which is free of charge. For more
information, contact Wickham Park at 255–4307 or send
an e–mail to tabitha.niemann@brevardparks.com.
JANUARY 28, 2013
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Michael Gaich Co. in Viera announces sale
of multiple REO assets topping $10 million
Commercial real–estate broker Michael Gaich and
Donald Anthony of The Michael Gaich Co. in Viera have
announced the sale of more than 15 real–estate owned
assets from three separate lenders during the past year.
The listing price on the various assets exceeds $10
million, said Gaich.
These assets included eight vacant buildings, which
were sold, remodeled and “repurposed for use” by the
following tenants: Verizon, NY Pizza, Five Guys,
Mr. Submarine, and Design Studio.
The sale of 2.9 acres on New Haven Avenue in
Melbourne culminated in an 11,000–square–foot
Cheddar’s restaurant, now under construction.
These businesses represent “116 new jobs” that were
created in addition to the increased tax base as a result of
the new and remodeled buildings.
Additionally, two more assets are currently being
remodeled as restaurants and are available for lease, said
Gaich.
Another building on Malabar Road was sold and has
been updated and converted into a church, which has more
than 100 members.
Established in 1983, The Michael Gaich Co. is a
commercial real–estate development and brokerage firm
providing site selection, tenant representation, leasing,
and consulting services.
For more information about the firm, visit
www.MichaelGaich.com.
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Downtown Melbourne business to host event
The Petite Boutiques, 1002 E. New Haven Ave. in
downtown Melbourne, will host “Marvelous Mark” from
1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 2. He will be demonstrating
how to make “quick, yet easy decadent treats for your
favorite Valentine.” The program is presented free of
charge to the community. Call 725–0270 or visit
www.ThePetiteBoutiques.com for more information, or
send an e–mail message to info@ThePetiteBoutiques.com.

Workshop at Art Gallery of Viera
A Valentine–themed workshop titled “Creative Cards
and Gifts with Ree” will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 8, at The Art Gallery of Viera at The Avenue. The
gallery is near Coldwater Creek. The workshop fee is $15
and includes all materials. Registration is required by e–
mailing ReeNathan@bellsouth.net or calling Ree at 773–
0095 or 961–2350. The Art Gallery of Viera’s address is
2261 Town Center Ave., Suite 111. For more information
about the workshop, call the gallery at 504–4343.

QuickCare offers flu–prevention tips
The Health First QuickCare clinic in Melbourne says
there are three easy steps to fighting the flu, including
getting an influenza vaccination. If you get the flu, seek
treatment, especially if you’re elderly, very young, have a
chronic illness, or are pregnant. Tip No. 3: Wash your
hands regularly, cover your nose and mouth when
sneezing or coughing, and avoid close contact with sick
people. If you need a flu shot or treatment for flu symptoms, call 434–1735 or visit Health–First.org/Quickcare
for pricing. QuickCare’s address is 1350 S. Hickory St.
JANUARY 28, 2013
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Founders Forum at Hilton Melbourne to
feature virtual entrepreneur presentations
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The Founders Forum will present a program titled “Hot
Spot: The Virtual Entrepreneur” at 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 29, at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto.
Thanks to emerging technologies such as cloud services,
“brick and mortar” isn’t what it used to be or even a
necessity.
This is good news for early stage companies with
limited resources. But the virtual entrepreneur’s options
for overcoming sales, marketing, legal, and general
operational challenges aren’t common knowledge, yet.
The Founders Forum program will feature two experts
on this topic who will be answering questions including:
l How do “cloud” services reduce upfront and ongoing
costs?
l What are cost–effective ways to comply with government compliance requirements?
l How do you reduce product time to market leveraging
leading edge technologies?
l How do you utilize new techniques and technology to
develop a repeatable sales process?
“A Review of Modern Techniques and Technology being
Leveraged by Virtual Entrepreneurs” will be presented by
Stewart Bush, the chief executive officer and co–founder of
AtLink Communications.
Mary Jo Allen, president of Home Health Care of
Florida LLC, will present “The Effects of Emerging
Technology on Business Operations and Compliance
Mandates.”
The January meeting is the third Founders Forum
gathering in the 2012–2013 series. CPA Payroll Inc.,
NEWCO Enterprises and ndtArtemis are the sponsors for
the event.
To register, visit www.foundersforum.com or call
253–3300. The program includes a social hour, dinner and
presentation.
Founders Forum is a nonprofit, non–membership
corporation dedicated to fostering the success of new and
existing businesses by creating an environment where
entrepreneurs are motivated, educated, and encouraged to
exchange ideas and information vital to business growth.

Big garage sale set for Cocoa Beach
Thirty–five garages will be open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 26, at Harbor Isles I and II, located at
600 S. Brevard Ave. in Cocoa Beach. “This spectator event
is one of the largest garage sales in Cocoa Beach,” said
former Cocoa Beach Mayor Joe Morgan.
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Parrish installed as president of association
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The Space Coast Association of Realtors has installed
its new leadership for 2013. Realtor Jesse Parrish III of
Pruitt Real Estate was installed as the association’s
president. Also installed were: Mitch Ribak, president–
elect; Melissa Goldman, secretary; and Lynn Jones,
treasurer. The directors are Lisa Durgin, Bill Thomas, Dan
Barber, Lynnette Hendricks, Steve Romano, Kaz Cisowski
and Bill Kehoe. The Space Coast Association of Realtors a
professional trade association with more than 1,400
Realtors and business affiliates countywide. It provides
programs, services, continuing education and local
community representation to its members.
JANUARY 28, 2013
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Space Coast Energy Consortium selected to
showcase technology at Innovation Summit
CAPE CANAVERAL — The Space Coast Energy
Consortium has been selected to exhibit at the 2013
Technology Showcase at the U.S. Department of Energy’s
annual Advanced Research Projects Agency–Energy
Innovation Summit, set for Feb. 25–27.
The event showcases America’s next generation of
transformational energy technologies.
Participants are a “highly selective” group of companies
and research organizations. The technology submitted by
the consortium is a deployable solar truss developed by
CPI Technologies of Merritt Island.
This unique event brings together thought–leaders
from academia, business and government to discuss
cutting–edge energy issues and facilitate relationships to
help move technologies into the marketplace.
“The consortium is very excited at this national
recognition,” said Mike Aller, executive director of the
consortium. “The deployable solar truss demonstrates our
region’s capabilities and is a direct application of aerospace
technology for the clean–tech sector.”
He added, “I believe this is one of many technologies
and capabilities that can be leveraged and exploited to
create a diverse energy future for Florida.”
Jim Fletcher, the chief executive officer of CPI Technology, said, “Our company is honored to be selected for this
prestigious national event. The deployable solar truss has
a proud legacy derived from deployable truss technology to
access the space shuttle payload bay. It is great to see
space– shuttle technology live on and integrated into new
commercial energy products.”
Fletcher said the help of the Space Coast Energy
Consortium has been “crucial in allowing my company to
find opportunities and raise awareness of our product.”
Scott Lewit, chairman of the consortium’s board of
directors and president of Structural Composites Inc., said,
“This technology is a true game–changer. Work traditionally done in the field can now be done cost–effectively in
the factory. It is my hope the factories using this technology will be based in Florida.”
The Space Coast Energy Consortium is an industry–led
nonprofit association that is identifying and realizing
innovative energy opportunities for the Space Coast and
Florida. For more information about its program, visit
www.SpaceCoastEnergy.org.
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Andrew Evans joins Ullian Realty Corp.
Former Brevard resident Andrew Evans has joined The
Ullian Realty Corp. in Melbourne as a commercial sales
and leasing associate. After graduating from Lee University, Evans earned a master’s degree in leadership and
intercultural studies from Denver Seminary and worked in
Chicago, China, and Vietnam. “The more I see of the
world, the more I appreciate growing up in Brevard
County,” said Evans. “I look forward to raising my own
family here, and am very enthusiastic about the opportunity to work with Mike Ullian, whose success in commercial real–estate brokerage and development makes him an
ideal mentor.” Evans specializes in office and industrial
real estate. His phone number is 626–5514 or send an
e–mail to Andrew@UllianRealty.com.
JANUARY 28, 2013
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Space Coast Addy Awards ‘Gallery Night’ Feb. 1 at Foosner Art Museum,
open to the public; Addy banquet set for Feb. 22 at Hilton Melbourne Rialto
By Ken Datzman
The advertising industry in the U.S. is
starting to see a rebound in revenue as
more business sectors gain strength and
slowly recover from the recession.
The advertising market in America was
up 4 percent in 2012, driven by political
advertising and placements for the
Olympic Games, according to industry–
tracker Magna Global.
Another positive trend, advertising and
marketing–services firms have added more
than 48,000 jobs since staffing hit its low
point in February 2010, says the trade
magazine “Ad Age.”
Locally, area professionals in the
industry believe 2013 will be a year of solid
improvement.
“Absolutely, things are improving. It
certainly is for our agency,” said Tammy
Wood, vice president of digital marketing
for the McBride Marketing Group in
Melbourne.
Wood, the incoming president of the
Space Coast Chapter of the American
Advertising Federation, added, “I have
spoken to my constituents and they are
saying the same thing. I think 2012 was
the turning year for everybody in the local
market and there is nowhere to go but up.
So we are looking forward to the year.”
Industry professionals in the area will
kick off the year celebrating the 25th
anniversary of the Space Coast Chapter of
AAF, which puts on the annual Addy
Awards competition in the local market,
the area’s showcase event for creativeness
in the field.
The chapter caters to professionals in
the advertising and marketing fields
through a number of strategic avenues.
“At our core, we strive to provide our
members with networking opportunities,
recognition (Addy Awards), lobbying the
government to represent our industry’s
interests, and professional development
and education,” said Melissa Stockstill,
president of the Space Coast Chapter of
AFF.
Stockstill is the marketing director and
principal of area firm MindKube Marketing. She says her chapter draws members
of the business community “who are
looking to keep their skills sharp in a
diverse and constantly evolving industry.”
The Space Coast Chapter has produced
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10

a number of educational programs for its
members that are “on the cutting edge of
our industry,” said Stockstill.
The programs have included
“Univision: Marketing to the Hispanic
Community,” “RMM Online: The Online
Marketing Landscape,” and “Groupon:
How to Make the Best Deals for Your
Clients.”
Stockstill said the region has its share
of creative individuals in the advertising
and marketing arena and the Addy
competition recognizes this talent. The
awards honor excellence in all media
entries, including print, broadcast, and
public–service advertising.
The three–tier competition — local,
regional, and national — is conducted
annually by AAF. Concurrently, all across
the country, local entrants vie for recognition as the “very best” in their markets.
The winners move on to the second tier,
the district competition. These winners are
then eligible for the final competition, to be
conducted in June by the AAF.
The first part of the local program,
where a range of Addy entries will be
featured, is “Gallery Night,” to be held
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 1, at the
Foosner Art Museum in the Eau Gallie
section of Melbourne.
The event is free of charge and open to
the public, said Anna Palermo, the
“Gallery Night” chairwoman.
“We have a lot of talent and we want to
show it off, that’s why we host ‘Gallery
Night’ each year as part of the Addy
event,” said Palermo, who has been
involved with the Space Coast Chapter of
AAF for years and is an account executive
with Bright House Networks in Brevard.
“These agencies not only work the local
market but also have built national
portfolios. They do work nationally as well.
We would love to have the business
community come out to ‘Gallery Night’ and
view the work that is being produced by
our local talent,” said Palermo.
Attendees will have the opportunity to
view the Addy entries on display and
choose their favorite for the “People’s
Choice Award.” The competition is
voluntary for the Addy entrants. There will
be both Gold and Silver winners selected
for “People’s Choice.”
Palermo said “Gallery Night” will
include a private VIP party for the people
who have Addy entries at the museum.
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The Space Coast Chapter of the AAF is set to host its 25th Addy events that showcase the creativeness of
its members to the business community. From left: Kelly Williams, Hilton; Tammy Wood, McBride
Marketing Group, incoming president of the Space Coast Chapter; Anna Palermo, Bright House
Networks, ‘Gallery Night’ chairwoman; William Griffith, Hilton; Melissa Stockstill, MindKube Marketing,
2012 local chapter president; and Kathryn Reid, Hilton. They are the Hilton Melbourne Rialto, where the
Addy Dinner Gala will be held Feb. 22.

“It’s going to be a fun atmosphere.
We’re even going to have some Carnival
stilt–walker girls, which ties in with our
Addy Awards Gala Dinner theme (at the
Hilton Melbourne Rialto), ‘Rio Carnival.’
And the Eau Gallie Arts District will be
holding its ‘First Friday Art Walk’ that
evening. There will be a lot going on in the
Eau Gallie Arts District.”
The Space Coast Addy winners will be
honored at the annual Gala Dinner, set for
6 p.m. on Friday, Feb, 22, at the Hilton
Melbourne Rialto. The event starts with a
social hour.
“Since this is our 25th anniversary,”
said Wood, “we will be presenting the
Silver Medal Award at the dinner,
recognizing someone in our field, voted on
by the members, who has changed the

Call Adrienne Roth at 321-951-7777 for Advertising Information

industry, been a leader, and is involved in
the community.”
The dinner is open to the public. A
“distinguished panel” of advertising
executives will select the winners from
more than 125 anticipated local Addy
entries. Judging day is Jan. 26.
“We have some new companies that
have entered the competition this year,”
said Wood. “And a number of businesses
that have been out of the competition for
the past year or two are coming back. So
the interest in the event is very encouraging.”
Proceeds from the Addy Awards help
support the local chapter’s educational
programs, public–service projects, and
proactive government relations efforts. The
chapter also offers a local scholarship.
JANUARY 28, 2013
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Webster University’s Dr. Muenzenmeyer makes key presentation in Germany
on ‘Counseling Military Families’ — many veterans face mental–health issues
By Ken Datzman
Increasingly, the well–being of military
veterans is at risk and it’s not only on the
battlefields and hot spots around the world.
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
estimates that a veteran dies by suicide
every 80 minutes. Post–traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and other mental–health
issues are being reported at alarming
numbers among military veterans.
“This is a relevant area, it has been, and
it is going to be for some time,” said
Webster University’s Dr. Michelle
Muenzenmeyer, an educator and licensed
psychotherapist who is uniquely positioned
in the highly specialized field of military
counseling.
“There are a number of different areas of
intervention that are going on, including
research for how we best assist our men
and women who are being deployed not
once but multiple times.”
Her experience includes having worked
with young military veterans who had just
returned from Afghanistan with PTSD to
help them regain their ability to “function,
cope, and reintegrate.”
Research shows that 35 percent of
returning veterans seen at VA facilities are
diagnosed with some form of mental illness
or psychosocial disorder. In response to the
rising numbers, the VA has devoted more
people, programs, and resources toward
mental–health care and marketing efforts
designed to expand its reach to those who
need counseling.
“Military members, spouses, and
families face many challenges and
stressors such as deployment, balancing
physical, emotional, and psychological
demands of living apart, transitioning,
serving in the military, trauma, and
maintaining relationships,” she said,
adding that they have to “cope with so
many intense experiences.”
Dr. Muenzenmeyer is an adjunct
instructor in the counseling program at
Webster University’s campuses in
Melbourne and Merritt Island. She has a
doctorate degree in counselor education
from the University of Central Florida and
is widely published. Dr. Muenzenmeyer
has made presentations worldwide.
Most recently, she co–conducted two
interactive workshops on “Counseling
Military Families” at the European branch
JANUARY 28, 2013

of the American Counseling Association in
Heidelberg, Germany.
The workshops addressed the challenges
of military families and provided strategies
and techniques for mental–health counseling professionals working with this special
population.
The topics included: “Understanding the
Military Culture and World View”; “The
Warrior and the Family Unit: Spouse,
Children and Parents”; “Challenges:
Physical, Emotional, Psychological
Stressors”; “Reintegration: Transition and
Stress–Reaction Responses”; and “Strategies and Techniques for Renewing
Resilience and Relationships.”
“This was a workshop that was created
as part of an initiative with my colleagues
at Argosy University,” said Dr.
Muenzenmeyer. “While I am a very proud
member of the adjunct faculty at Webster
locally, I am also the director of training for
the counseling programs at Argosy
University in Tampa.”
Dr. Muenzenmeyer said she’s had a
longtime career focus on counseling people
who are dealing with trauma. “My original
and ongoing focus has been working with
high–conflict divorcing families. My shift to
trauma has been recent in terms of the
military.”
She is a Florida Supreme Court Certified
Family Mediator at the 9th Judicial Circuit
Dispute Resolution Center. Dr.
Muenzenmeyer was in private practice
before starting her work in academia,
which includes supervising interns who are
pursuing licensing in counseling.
The Melbourne and Merritt Island
campuses of Webster University will be
starting new cohorts of counseling students
in March and are currently recruiting
individuals who are interested in earning
graduate degrees in the field.
The Merritt Island campus will host an
information session at 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 30. The phone number is
449–4500.
Webster University offers a master of
arts degree in counseling. The program is
designed to prepare professionals for
careers in mental–health counseling;
marriage/couple, family, and child counseling; school guidance and counseling; and
community counseling.
To attain licensure in the field of
professional counseling or marriage and
family therapy, graduates must complete

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Dr. Michelle Muenzenmeyer, an adjunct instructor in the counseling program at Webster University, co–
presented two workshops on ‘Counseling Military Families’ at the European branch of the American
Counseling Association in Heidelberg, Germany. She earned her doctorate degree from the University
of Central Florida and is widely published in her field. She is at the Melbourne campus.

further clinical supervised training and
pass national field–related examinations,
among other requirements.
Opportunity abounds in the field of
mental–health counseling, according to the
2012 “Occupational Outlook” published by
the U.S. Department of Labor.
Employment of mental–health counselors is expected to grow by 36 percent
through 2020, much faster than the
average for all occupations.
Dr. Muenzenmeyer said the VA recently
began accepting master’s level licensed
mental–health professionals as service
providers to military members, reimbursing them through the insurance system.
Previously, only doctorate–degree holders
in the field could serve this population.
“What we know is that master’s–level
mental–health professionals, whether they
are traditional or non–traditional students,
can absolutely provide the assistance that
is necessary,” she said.
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Another growing market is the employment of marriage and family therapists.
The Labor Department is projecting the
field to grow by 41 percent through 2020.
Webster University, a private institution
with satellite campuses around the world,
is particularly known for its niche catering
to active–duty military personnel.
Webster University and the U.S.
Department of Defense have worked
together for about 40 years to provide
high–quality, cost–effective undergraduate
and graduate programs at military
installations and other locations around
the world. Today, more than 6,000 of
Webster’s 21,479 enrollees are military–
related students at its campuses.
The “Military Times” named Webster
University to its “2013 Best for Vets:
Colleges” list, based on a survey of more
than 650 schools. The survey recognizes
schools’ efforts to accommodate veterans
and active–duty service members.
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Satellite Beach broker Hazlett of Atlantic Real Estate earns MAR Realtor of the Year honor at local event
SATELLITE BEACH — Laura Hazlett, broker and
owner of Atlantic Real Estate Brokerage and Atlantic
Brokerage and Investments, was honored on Jan. 12 at the
Melbourne Association of Realtors with the distinction of
Realtor of the Year.
“No one is surprised by the nomination and choice of
Laura Hazlett,” said Ellen Onieal Little, business partner
and marketing consultant.
“She is one of the hardest working individuals I have
ever known. She is strategic and consistent with her
service to create the greatest concierge system for her
clients. If the board didn’t select her as Realtor of the Year,
her clients and agents certainly would have.”
Hazlett has been a Realtor for many years, starting in
South Florida. She became a team leader for a local agency
of more than 100 agents.
In 2010, she started her own firm, Atlantic Real Estate
Brokerage. In addition to running her own company. She is
a partner in a training company, too.
Hazlett has served as an officer for the Women’s
Council of Realtors, including as its president. She has
received accolades for her role as the Realtors Political
Action Committee chairperson for Brevard County.
In addition, she has taught entrepreneurship for Junior
Achievement of the Space Coast (at Cocoa Beach Junior–
Senior High School), and continues to provide philanthropic assistance to the organization through the Space
Coast Power Team.
Most recently, Hazlett has been selected for the
Multiple Listing Team county roll out, which should

“revolutionize search capabilities for customers and
provide better services for area Realtors.”
And she is now one of the few real–estate brokers in
Brevard County who is charged with listing Fannie Mae
properties, and helping families transition into more
appropriate housing.
“With so many changes in our economy, real estate still
remains the ‘sure bet’ in investments. Now more than ever,

investors and homeowners can make some strategic
changes to their portfolios and homesteads with increased
assurance,” said Hazlett, whose agency’s team includes
nine Realtors. Their services include relocation, investments, portfolio creating and managing, and negotiating.
Visit www.AtlanticBrokerage.net or send an e–mail to
Hazlett at LauraHazlett@AtlanticBrokerage.net to learn
more about the agency.

Mainstream Engineering awarded contract from the U.S. Department of Defense
ROCKLEDGE — Mainstream Engineering Corp., a 27–year–old Brevard County research and manufacturing
company, has been awarded a contract from the U.S. Department of Defense to provide pulse power to rotary–wing
aircraft. With the advent of pulse–energy weapons, the transient characteristics of military aircraft power systems are
changing. These new loads require power supplies that shield the pulse transient from the electrical distribution system
while also being highly efficient, power dense and reliable.
Under this contract, Mainstream will supply a hybrid pulse–energy delivery system that is lightweight, modular and
scalable to applications greater than 150 kW.
Mainstream’s solution says it will reduce the total system volume by 50 percent, lower cost by 30 percent and increase
reliability by 20 percent over current solutions. The company’s technology not only improves the reliability and power
density of military aircraft pulse–power supplies, but also has commercial power–supply applications, said Dr. Robert
Scaringe, president of Maintstream.
This new contract will allow Mainstream to create additional engineering and production positions.
“We must continue to advance manufacturing in the state of Florida as a means of creating good high–wage jobs,” he
said. “As the fourth largest state in the union, we must dramatically increase our manufacturing base. This means our
technical training both in engineering and the technical trades also needs to step up to the challenge.”
He added, “This new contract award is one small step in a series of ongoing job–creating programs that we are
developing at Mainstream. These programs create local jobs, improve the nation’s energy efficiency, and reduce our
dependence on foreign oil, all while reducing emissions and preserving the environment.”
Visit www.Mainstream–Engr.com for information about the company.
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UCF’s GrowFL says Level 1 program certification is reached by all its statewide economic partners
GrowFL, the Florida Economic Gardening Institute at
the University of Central Florida, has announced that all
Entrepreneurial Support Organization Partners across
the state have achieved a Level 1 program certification
from the National Center for Economic Gardening
(NCEG).
Hosted by the Edward Lowe Foundation, NCEG
delivers strategic research services and maintains
national standards for state and regional economic
gardening networks.
Level 1 certification requires the organization to have
a general interest in the local entrepreneurial movement
and have publicly stated support for the “growth from
within” rationale for economic development, also known
as the economic gardening approach to serving second
stage companies.
The GrowFL’s Entrepreneurial Support Organizations include these partners: Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce, Business Development Board of Palm Beach
County, Pasco Economic Development Council, Greater
Pensacola Chamber, Rollins College Center for Advanced
Entrepreneurship, The Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County, Southern Florida Minority
Supplier Development Council, Economic Development
Council of Tallahassee/Leon County Inc. and the Tampa
Bay Innovation Center.
GrowFL is the only Level 3 certified organization in
Florida and manages, with the NCEG, certification of
organizations in Economic Gardening. GrowFL provides
strategic research to chief executive officers of second–

stage companies by employing experts in market
research, geographic information systems, search–engine
optimization and social–media marketing.
“At GrowFL, we put the CEO in the center of everything we do,” says Dr. Tom O’Neal, executive director of
GrowFl and associate vice president at the University of
Central Florida.
“By providing strategic research, CEO Roundtables
and CEO Forums to our clients, we offer a tremendous
asset to the CEO that would typically come at a very high
cost to them. Being certified at Level 3 provides the
authenticity needed to work closely with CEOs and give
them the confidence in us that is needed in order to truly

support them in their growth.”
He added, “Working with the statewide Entrepreneurial Support Organizations, now all at Level 1 certification, will benefit the CEOs doing business in those
regions by bringing a new level of understanding to the
concept of economic gardening.”
Economic gardening is a philosophy that embraces
strategies to grow existing businesses in a community,
region or state and is the basis for the entrepreneurship
programs at GrowFL.
GrowFL has helped more than 400 companies create
more than 1,400 new jobs statewide since 2009. For more
information about the organization, visit growfl.com.

Brian Lightle joins elite group as he is awarded SIOR professional designation
Brian Lightle, president and founder of Melbourne–based Lightle Beckner Robison Inc., has earned the Office
Transaction Specialist designation from the Society of Industrial and Office Realtors. Of the several million real–estate
agents in the world, only 3,100 members hold the professional designation, certifying their expertise, according to SIOR.
Representing the commercial real–estate industry’s top producers, SIOR is a global organization whose members are
recognized as having reached the “highest level of achievement, knowledge, accountability and ethical standards in
their industry.” Ongoing education ensures that SIOR designees remain on the “cutting edge of industry, professional,
and technological practices.”
A professional affiliate of the National Association of Realtors, SIOR is headquartered in Washington D.C.
“ I am very honored to have been awarded this designation and become part of such an elite group of professionals,”
said Lightle, who also holds the Certified Commercial Investment Member designation.
Lightle Beckner Robison is a full–service commercial real–estate firm specializing in office, retail, industrial,
investment properties and asset and property management.
The firm serves Brevard County extending across the entire states of Florida and Georgia. For additional information, visit www.TeamLBR.com.
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Nine Catholic schools in Brevard to host open house as part of National Catholic Schools Week celebration
Nine Brevard County Catholic Schools are hosting an
open house Jan. 27–Feb. 1, with campus tours and the
opportunity to meet administrators, teachers and staff.
Admissions information will be provided.
l Our Savior Catholic School: Sunday, Jan. 27,
9–11:30 a.m.; 5301 N. Atlantic Ave., Cocoa Beach; call
783–2330 or visit oursaviourschool.org.
l Divine Mercy Catholic Academy: Sunday, Jan. 27,
9–11:30 a.m.; 1940 N. Courtenay Parkway, Merritt Island;
call 452–0263 or visit dmccs.org.
l Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School: Sunday, Jan. 27,
10 a.m.–2 p.m.; 3060 N. Highway A1A, Indialantic; call
773–1630 or visit hnj.org/school.
l St. Joseph Catholic School; Sunday, Jan. 27,
9:30 a.m.–1 p.m.; 5320 Babcock St. NE, Palm Bay; call
723–8866 or visit st–joe.org.
l Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School: Monday, Jan.
28, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. and 5–7 p.m.; 420 E. Fee Ave.,
Melbourne; call 723–3631 or visit ollmelbourne.org.
l Melbourne Central Catholic High School: Monday,
Jan. 28, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.; 100 E. Florida Ave.; call 727–0793
or visit melbournecc.org.
l St. Mary’s Catholic School: Tuesday, Jan. 29,
9–11 a.m. and 5–7 p.m.; 1152 S. Seminole Drive,
Rockledge; call 636–4208 or visit stmarys–school.org.
St. Teresa Catholic School: Tuesday, Jan. 29,
9 a.m.–3 p.m.; 207 Ojibway Ave., Titusville; call 267–1643
or visit stteresa–titusville.org.
l Holy Name of Jesus Catholic School: Wednesday,
Jan. 30, 12–3 p.m.; 3060 N. Highway A1A, Indialantic; call

773–1630 or visit hnj.org/school.
l St. Joseph Catholic School: Thursday, Jan. 31,
9–11 a.m.; 5320 Babcock St. NE, Palm Bay; call 723–8866
or visit st–joe.org.
l Ascension Catholic School: Thursday, Jan. 31,
9 a.m.–3 p.m.; 2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne; call
254–5495 or visit ascensioncatholicsch.org.
l St. Teresa Catholic School: Friday, Feb. 1,
9 a.m.–3 p.m.; 207 Ojibway Ave., Titusville; call 267–1643
or visit stteresa–titusville.org.
Brevard County Catholic Schools open house will take
place during Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 27–Feb. 2), an
annual national celebration of the important role that
Catholic elementary and secondary schools across the
country play in providing a value–added and high–
standards education for America’s young people.

The theme for 2013 is “Catholic Schools Raise the
Standards,” which supports the launch of the National
Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools.
All nine Catholic schools will hold activities and events
during the week including their open houses with campus
tours. The open house provides the opportunity to learn
about the many benefits of a Catholic education including
curriculum, enrichment programs, extracurricular
activities, and athletics.
The local system includes eight elementary/middle
schools, which serve pre–K3 and VPK–4 through eighth
grade, and Melbourne Central Catholic High School, a
college preparatory, which serves grades 9 through 12.
No RSVP is required to attend the open houses. For
more information, visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org.

Jimmy John’s opens in Melbourne, Marschang of Sun Land Realty locates site
Scot Marschang, senior vice president with Coldwell Banker Commercial Sun Land Realty in Indian Harbour Beach,
represented Mr. Subs of Melbourne, doing business as Jimmy John’s, in their search of space for the franchise’s first
location in Melbourne. The new store is located at 1508 S. Babcock St.
“It was a long process finding the right location that met the strict standards of Jimmy John’s, but that mission has
been accomplished and they are now open for business,” said Marschang. Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwich Shops was
founded in 1983 by 19–year–old Jimmy John Liautaud, in a converted garage in Charleston, Ill. In 29 years, the company
has grown to more than 1,500 corporate and franchised locations in more than 45 states throughout the nation.
The company is known for its “obsession with fresh, quality products and high–speed execution.”
The Melbourne store is open Monday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. The 24–seat restaurant opened Jan. 3
and delivers to the surrounding area. Terry McCoy, Roy Robertson and Shannon McCoy own and operate the store. For
more information, visit www.JimmyJohns.com or contact the store at 473–8477.
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Organization announces LEAD Brevard Leadership Awards, banquet scheduled for March 1 at King Center
COCOA — LEAD Brevard will host its 2013 LEAD
Brevard Leadership Awards, featuring the ninth annual
“4–Under Recognition,” on Friday, March 1, at the Studio
Theater in the Maxwell C. King Center for the Performing
Arts in Melbourne.
The 4–Under 40 Recognition showcases young adults
who are working to make a positive impact in Brevard
County through their leadership and commitment to
community service. LEAD Brevard will also recognize the
2013 recipients of the Rodney S. Ketcham Leadership Icon
Award and the Leadership Brevard Distinguished Alumni
Award.
Finalists for the recognition of 4–Under 40 are: Steven
Allender, Allender & Allender; Sky Beard, Early Learning
Coalition of Brevard; Bradley Evers, Harris Corp.; Aliona
Groh, Embraer Executive Jets; Elizabeth Huy, Economic
Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast; and J.
Travis Kerr, Architects in Association Rood, Zwick & Kerr
Inc.
The list continues: Tiffany Nail, NASA/Kennedy Space
Center; Amar Patel, Brevard Achievement Center; Julie
Roslin, EDC of Florida’s Space Coast; Alex Rudloff, TEDx;
Sarah Soliven, student, Melbourne High School; and
Rachad Wilson, Brevard Public Schools/Endeavour
Elementary.
From more than 50 nominations, finalists were chosen
by a group of “independent community leaders.”
Presenting sponsors of the event include “Florida
Today,” PNC Bank, a consortium of higher education
institutions including Brevard Community College,

Florida Institute of Technology and the University of
Central Florida, and the Canaveral Port Authority.
Individual tickets for the gala and awards presentation
are $49. A reserved block of 10 seats is available for $450.
Reservations and payment are required by Feb 25.

Individual seating reservations and payment can be
made at www.LEADBrevard.org or by calling 632–8222.
For more information, contact Melissa Breckenridge at the
above number or send an e–mail message
Melissa@LEADBrevard.org.

‘Coloring the Causeway for a Cure’ set Feb. 2 in downtown Melbourne
Residents throughout Brevard and Florida are encouraged to wear their best cancer–color outfit and come out to
“Coloring the Causeway for a Cure” 5K walk at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 2, in downtown Melbourne.
Local real–estate brokerage ITG Realty has teamed up with the Melbourne and Beaches Music Marathon to host the
5K noncompetitive walk to raise funds and awareness for Cancer Care Centers Foundation of Brevard and Surviving
Cancer Requires Eternal Will or SCREW Cancer. All proceeds will benefit Brevard County residents.
The foundation raises money to ease the financial burden of cancer patients. It assists uninsured and underinsured
patients with transportation, rent and utilities, and medication. In addition to financial assistance, the foundation offers
cancer survivors and caregivers several cancer–support groups to take part in.
SCREW Cancer’s goal is to promote awareness through a bold statement and to provide financial backing to those
organizations that are committed to research, care, emotional and financial support. This year SCREW Cancer will use
proceeds from the walk to help Dan Stahl’s local family. For more details, visit www.screwcancer.com
The 5K walk will start in the heart of downtown Melbourne on Municipal Lane. Individuals and groups of all ages are
encouraged to dress in their most creative cancer–support colors. The event will include music, refreshments, and a
costume contest.
“After losing my mother to cancer, I realized donating my time and money is a small sacrifice if it helps prevent
someone else from going through the same heart break,” said the event founder, Rusty Melle, a passionate advocate and
Eau Gallie’s Relay for Life team captain. “I’m looking forward to supporting this cause and the community for many years
to come.”
Walkers can find more information at www.coloringthecauseway.com. Registration is encouraged for this walk and
the events surrounding the Melbourne and Beaches Music Marathon races. To register, visit www.smoothrunning.org.
For information on how to become a sponsor or a volunteer of “Coloring the Causeway for a Cure,” send an e–mail
message to rustymelle70@gmail.com.
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Brown is ticket–raffle winner for King Center’s 25th Anniversary, raises more than $25,000; online auction set
David Brown is the winner of the King Center for the
Performing Arts’ 25th Anniversary Celebration ticket
raffle.
The drawing was held during the intermission of “A
Christmas Carol” at the King Center in Melbourne. Brown
will now have the opportunity to attend every show at the
King Center for the year 2013.
Brown says he is a longtime supporter of the King
Center. He and his wife have been attending performances
for more than 20 years.
“When Autumn Shrum (King Center membership
coordinator) called to tell me I had won, I thought it was a
joke. I never win anything!” said Brown.
“I purchased the raffle ticket thinking it was a donation
to the King Center. After I was convinced I won — then
Wow! A whole year of performances at the theatre! The
King Center is a gem in Brevard County and it is a
blessing to have it right in our community.”
More than $25,000 was raised from this ticket raffle
for King Center programming and the endowment. The
“King Center Board of Directors and staff are indebted to
Mr. Brown and all the generous people who participated in
the raffle–ticket fund–raiser.”
Continuing with the King Center’s 25th Anniversary
Celebration, an online auction of 25 years of King Center
memorabilia will be launching on Feb. 1. The King Center
staff has collected a treasure trove of 400–plus historical
items including an acoustic guitar signed by B.B. King and
a sweatshirt signed by Bill Cosby, along with posters and
other items signed backstage by a multitude of top

entertainers. The auction will run through April 10, the
King Center’s anniversary date.
The signature fund–raising event of the year is the
King Center’s 25th Anniversary Celebration with “The
Boston Pops.”
This exclusive event package includes an invitation to a
cocktail party kick–off at the home of Phil and Jeanne
Farmer, tickets to see “The Boston Pops presents: The
Streisand Songbook with Keith Lockhart and Ann

Hampton Callaway,” complimentary champagne at
intermission, and a post–show coffee and dessert to wind
down the evening.
The package also includes a ticket to the hit musical
“Rock of Ages” on April 10 and a pre–show 1980s themed
party. Tickets and sponsorships will be available soon. Call
433–5714 for more information.
All proceeds benefit the nonprofit King Center, a direct–
support organization of Brevard Community College.

Tickets on sale for 28th ‘Chowder Cook–off with a Twist!’ scheduled Feb. 1
Tickets are on sale for the 28th annual Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of Commerce’s “Chowder Cook–off with a
Twist!” General admission is $20 per person in advance and $25 at the door the day of the event.
This year’s VIP party will be hosted by Wild Ocean Seafood Market. VIP tickets include early admission, food samplings, a complementary beer or wine, a special giveaway, and early silent–auction bidding. All tickets sold will be
entered in a grand–prize drawing.
The Chowder Cook–off is hosted by the Convention and Visitors Bureau of the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber and
sponsored by Spectrum Productions and the Canaveral Port Authority. The event will be held on Friday, Feb.1, at Cruise
Terminal 4 in Port Canaveral. The event is open to the public with the VIP admission beginning at 5 p.m. and general
admission at 6 p.m. The program showcases foods from area restaurants and supports the tourism community.
Tickets are available at VisitCocoaBeach.com, the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber (400 Fortenberry Road on Merritt
Island), the CVB’s Tourist Information Center (8501 Astronaut Blvd. in Cape Canaveral), Norman’s Raw Bar in Cocoa,
Rusty’s Seafood in Port Canaveral, Fishlips in Port Canaveral, Wild Ocean Seafood Market in Titusville and Port
Canaveral, and all Crest Cleaner locations.
The price of admission includes sample tastings of all chowders, appetizers and desserts, hor d’oeuvres, a cash bar,
silent auction, drawings, and live entertainment. Restaurant participants will compete for the coveted “People’s Choice”
Award, as well as for the “Best Chowder,” to be judged by a local celebrity panel.
Restaurants interested in participating should contact the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber at 784–6444 for more
information. Additional event information is available at www.VisitCocoaBeach.com.
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...and you may win a car.
All proceeds beneﬁt Brevard County children battling cancer. Our 2013 sleek black Hyundai Veloster
has been donated compliments of Brevard County Hyundai Dealers. Our drawing will be held February
9, 2013* at our 11th Annual “Have-a-Heart” Valentine’s Extravaganza. For more information, please call
321-728-5600 or visit our web site at www.candlelightersofbrevard.org.
*Tickets for keys will be drawn by hand during the Valentine’s Extravaganza. Eau Gallie Yacht Club, 100 Datura Dr., Indian Harbour Beach, FL
32937. This ticket is for the car drawing only. Tickets to the Valentine’s Extravaganza are sold separately. You do not need to be present to win.
Must be 18 years of age or older with a valid Driver’s License. Winner is responsible for taxes, tag and license. No prize substitutions. No cash
value. Odds of winning are determined by the number of tickets sold. No purchase or contribution is necessary.
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Candlelighters of Brevard is a 501(c)3 tax exempt, non-proﬁt organization. All
donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. ID# 59-3068501 — A copy of the
ofﬁcial registration and ﬁnancial information may be obtained from the Division
of Consumer Services by calling 800-435-7352 within the State. Registration does
not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.
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Diabetes writer Tom Nelson to make presentations at Palm Bay Library on Wednesdays starting Feb. 6
Palm Bay resident Tom Nelson is still a busy man. He’s
always been busy, earning degrees in engineering and
business administration while operating a manufacturing
business in Jacksonville.
He’s been married to Rosanne for 43 years. He enjoys
NASCAR racing, goes to the gym regularly and likes to
surf the Internet.
What really keeps Nelson busy these days, though, is
his passion for helping others learn to control their
diabetes. He’ll talk about that passion and offer advice
and information about diabetes at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 6, at the Palm Bay Library, 1520 Port Malabar
Blvd, NE. Nelson will be back every Wednesday at 6 p.m.
through March 20 to continue the discussion.
“I’ve got new information. I hope that everyone who
came to the discussions last year will be back. And, of
course, anyone with an interest in diabetes control and
prevention is welcome to join the conversation,” he said.
Nelson was diagnosed with Type II diabetes 17 years
ago. He said that he soon learned that the medical
community is most concerned with attempting to slow the
damage caused by diabetes. Nelson wanted to learn how to
control the disease so that no damage is done.
“After compiling a massive amount of information for
my own use, I discovered that the information was too
important to not share with other diabetics,” Nelson said.
He spent more than five years putting together that vital
research, which became “The Diabetic’s Handbook,”
published in March 2011.
Nelson spends more than 50 hours each week helping

other diabetics from around the world via e–mail and blog
sites. He’s helped author more than 50 articles and
documents about diabetes and its management, including
the Diabetes Primer and Desperation Diet, both free
downloads on cnet.com.
Nelson offers basic tips for the newly diagnosed
diabetic: stop eating all processed foods, including sodas,
saturated fats, wheat, pork, caffeine, artificial sweeteners
and alcohol; eat three meals and three small snacks each

Henegar Center for the Arts to showcase the Tony Award–winning musical ‘Follies’
The Henegar Center for the Arts in Melbourne’s downtown Theatre District will showcase the Broadway production of
“Follies,” the Tony Award– winning musical that has reunited some of the area’s most talented divas.
Based on the book by James Goldman, with music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and orchestrations by Jonathan
Tunic, Follies features a cast of 35 singers, dancers and actors along with a live orchestra.
The show runs through Feb. 3, with performances on Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 o’clock and Sundays at 2 p.m.
A visionary musical crafted around the themes of age and memory, the play centers on a reunion of performers who
appeared in the Weissman Follies over many decades. The Henegar Theatre “itself lends the perfect atmosphere for this
masterpiece with its rich history and its many memories left behind by the former divas of Brevard County.”
Directed by Joan Taddie, a former diva herself, Follies features choreographer Deborah Crisafulli, conductor Mark
Nelson and musical director Tim Liscum. The cast includes Christine Manning Brandt, Deborah Crisafulli, Jack
Maloney, Hank Rion, Kim Dickman, Yvonne Mellard Weinstein, Russ Weinstein, Ed Guilbeau, Rita Moreno, Terrence
Girard, Priscilla Blyseth, Pam Quenzler, Brooke Deratany Goldfarb, Wendy Chapman and a “talented ensemble of future
divas” performing the Sondheim classics such as “Broadway Baby,” “Losing My Mind” and “I’m Still Here.”
Follies is produced by the Henegar Center and is sponsored in part by the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, the City of Melbourne, and the Florida Department of State’s Division of Cultural Affairs.
Tickets are $23 for adults, $21 for seniors and $16 for students, plus handling fees. Reserved tickets may be purchased
at the Henegar Center Monday through Friday during regular business hours. Tickets may be purchased by phone at
723–8698 or at www.Henegar.org.

Parrish Medical Center
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Surgery in Brazil and two years at the University of Arkansas and Lehigh Valley Hospital in
Pennsylvania. She has a special interest in Family Medicine and is currently accepting all patients
over the age of 18. Dr. Ogata is ﬂuent in Spanish, Portuguese and Japanese.
Residency: Family Medicine at University of Nebraska Medical Center, General Surgery at University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences, Lehigh Valley Hospital in Pennsylvania and Santa Casa de Mogi das Cruzes in Brazil
Education: School of Medicine at the University of Mogi das Cruzes, Brazil
Other: Researcher at the Ryder Trauma Center, Jackson Hospital /University of Miami, Miami, FL and Basic and Clinical
Sciences at St. Lukes Medical Center, Rush Medical College, Miami, FL
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day of only low glycemic index foods in small portions; take
a quality, organic–based multivitamin every day; lose any
excess weight; stay hydrated and exercise regularly to
restore and prevent damage from diabetes.
He says “the same tips apply for those who have had
diabetes for an extended period of time.”
Copies of “The Diabetic’s Handbook” will be available
for purchase at this free event. Call Julie at 952–4519 at
the Palm Bay Library for more information.
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Now accepting new patients. Most insurances accepted.
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Sign–up under way for Start Smart program
Start Smart, a program for children ages 3 to 5, will be offered from 1 to 2 p.m. on
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 29 at Sandrift Community Center, 585 N. Singleton Ave. in
Titusville. The fee for this class is $30 for six weeks. A parent or another adult must
accompany the child to the classes. Start Smart is a “proven instructional program” that
prepares children for the world of organized sports without the “threat of competition or
the fear of getting hurt.” Parents work together with their children in a supportive
environment to learn all of the basic skills like throwing, catching, kicking and batting.
Contact Mike Herman at 264–5105 for more information on this program.

County manager to speak at event
Brevard County Manager Howard Tipton will address the Cocoa Beach Citizens
League and guests at 12 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 31, at the Cocoa Beach Country Club,
5000 Tom Warnner Blvd. The announcement was made by Adrianne Dillon, club
president. The lunch fee is $10. The program is open to the public. To make a reservation,
call Bob Fritz at 783–7192 or Joe Morgan at 783–8389.

Dr. Beardsley to discuss Teddy Roosevelt’s life
Space Coast Tiger Bay Club will host guest speaker Ed Beardsley at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 31, at the Holiday Inn Melbourne–Viera. The address is 8298 N. Wickham
Road. In 1961, Beardsley left the field of chemical engineering to pursue a doctorate
degree in American history, enrolling at the University of Wisconsin in 1966. After
earning his Ph.D., Beardsley joined the history department at the University of South
Carolina, where he taught and did research for the next 32 years. At the Space Coast
Tiger Bay Club meeting, Dr. Beardsely will talk about the life of Teddy Roosevelt. The
event is open to the public. To make a reservation, visit SpaceCoastTigerBay.com or call
777–4998. The reservation deadline is Jan. 25.

Republican women to meet

*New members receive a $60 bonus after 60 days if the account is in good standing, has a minimum
direct deposit of $100 monthly, and eStatements. Budget Checking receives no dividends and has no
minimum balance requirement or monthly service fees. ¹Text balance & transfer fees may apply depending
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Federally insured by NCUA.
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Author Dorsey to talk about his new book
Florida author Tim Dorsey will speak at the Melbourne Beach Public Library from 2 to
3 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 29. He will talk about his new crime–caper novel, “The Riptide
Ultra–Glide,” his 16th book. The program includes a book–signing by Dorsey. Refreshments will be served. The Melbourne Beach Library is at 324 Ocean Ave. For more
information, call the library at 956–5642.

The Brevard Federated Republican Women will meet at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 6,
at The Holiday Inn Melbourne. The speaker will be Lisa Cullen, the Brevard County tax
collector. The reservation deadline is Feb. 1. Visit brevardfederatedrepublicanwomen.org
or call 727–1212.

Opening reception for Larry Moore
The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery in Melbourne will host an opening reception from 5:30 to
8 p.m. on Feb. 1 to show off paintings by Larry Moore. He is a prominent plein air painter
who is also a Florida native. He lectures and travels with the Plein Air Painters of
America and understands the full boundaries of color and the craft of oil painting. His
works are widely collected and exhibited throughout the United States. His works can be
viewed at www.larrymoorestudios.com. The reception is free of charge and open to the
public. The Fifth Avenue Art Gallery is located in the Eau Gallie Arts District, across the
street from the Brevard Art Museum. The gallery telephone number is 259–8261 or visit
www.fifthavenueartgallery.com and on Facebook.

Aquaculture workshop scheduled Feb. 4 in Cocoa
Brevard County Agriculture and Extension Service and the University of Florida
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences will host a free Aquaculture Workshop from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Feb. 4 at the Cocoa Extension office, 3695 Lake Drive. The “Introduction to Aquaculture” workshop is open to the public, and is specifically intended for
individuals who have an interest in development or growth of aquaculture–related
businesses. Aquaculture extension specialists from around the state, and a representative
of the FDACS Division of Aquaculture, will present current information on the status of
aquaculture in Florida, pros and cons of specific business ventures, an overview of state
regulations, and a discussion of resources available to support these businesses. The
workshop fee is $10 and lunch is provided. Registration is required at AquaCultureIntro–
Cocoa.eventbrite.com. For additional information, contact Holly Abeels, marine science
extension agent, at 633–1702 or HAbeels@UFL.edu, or visit Brevard.IFAS.UFL.edu to
register.
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Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School
Continued from page 1
Witherspoon says technology in the classroom only
works when paired with effective teaching.
The 50 innovators are included in the 2012 Center for
Digital Education Yearbook. The first part of the publication takes a look at information–technology spending,
funding opportunities, and top trends of the 2011–2012
school year to shed light on what technologies are at the
forefront and how to fund them.
The second part of the book highlights 50 education
innovators who have led the way and provided best–
practice models to imitate.
Witherspoon was the technology coordinator at Good
Shepherd before being named principal at Our Lady of the
Lourdes in July 2012. She was on the faculty at Good
Shepherd for the past 12 years.
Both schools are part of the Catholic School System of
the Diocese of Orlando, which oversees 37 institutions in
eight Central Florida counties with roughly 14,000
students.
Nineteen of the 37 schools within the Diocese have been
recognized as National Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence
by the U.S. Department of Education.
“We congratulate Principal Witherspoon on her
exemplary accomplishments,” said Henry Fortier, the
superintendent of schools for the Diocese of Orlando. “Our
Catholic education system is striving to provide students
with the opportunities to succeed at exceptional levels
across all grades and schools, and Principal Witherspoon
has executed that mission.”
He added that the Diocese of Orlando is “committed to
keeping our learning environments as enriching as
possible, combining technology with innovative teaching
methods within nurturing, faith–centered schools that are
safe while preparing our students intellectually and
emotionally to succeed in the classroom throughout their
educational careers and lives.”
Witherspoon was recognized by the Center for Digital
Education for her incorporation of “innovative methods of
communication” including blogs and discussion boards,
which have become a model of “efficiency and collaborative
learning.”
The flexibility of the Catholic school system and the
support of the community allowed her to incorporate the
technology she knew would benefit her students, she said.
At Our Lady of Lourdes, Witherspoon is now building
on the work of her predecessor, Principal Lourdes Wyatt.
“She left me a wonderful foundation. My job is to take the
natural progression forward.”
Witherspoon said the teachers at Our Lady of Lourdes
“are driving the outstanding progress that is being made
not only in the area of technology, but also in developing
21st century skills the students will need to thrive in
society.”
Over the last several months, Our Lady of Lourdes has
been conducting extensive technology training for classroom teachers.
“To see the teachers take all this information that has
been provided in the training sessions we’ve had at the
school over the past four months and see them successfully
implement it in the classrooms is huge. They are bringing
my vision alive — how we will be using technology in the
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future in an educational setting. We are just beginning the
journey at Our Lady of Lourdes,” she said.
Witherspoon earned her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Rollins College in Brevard and has a
master’s in educational leadership from Barry University,
a Catholic institution with its flagship campus in Miami.
Winter Park–based Rollins College closed its Brevard
campus years ago. “I don’t know what the program is like
in Winter Park, but the faculty at Rollins Brevard totally
prepared us in every area of our education,” she said.
Our Lady of Lourdes has a full slate of smart technologies it employs in the classroom, everything from interactive boards to webcams that work as “document cameras.”
Webcams are simple video cameras that connect to a
computer. A basic webcam includes a lens for recording
images and a small microphone for recording sound.
This summer Our Lady of Lourdes plans to “redo” its
technology center and media center. “It’s very current, but
we want to make it even better with new hardware. We’re
also evaluating various software programs for the students
to use,” said Witherspoon.
On Feb. 6, more than 16,000 students, teachers, and
administrators will gather with peers around the nation to
explore how digital learning is changing education.
The National Alliance for Excellent Education in
Washington, D.C., will host its annual “Digital Learning
Day,” a nationwide campaign focused on improving
teaching and learning. It first rolled out in 2011.
One technology trend that is on the rise in education is
the “flipped classroom.” Many schools around the country
are experimenting with this idea, including Our Lady of
Lourdes.
The concept inverts traditional teaching methods,
delivering instruction online outside of the class and
moving “homework” into the classroom, she said.
“We have a flipped classroom (middle school) for math.
It has been fantastic. As a parent, I see the benefit of it. My
son, who is in the eighth grade at Our Lady of Lourdes, has
his highest math grade ever. He loves the flipped–
classroom concept. Today, so much of the student’s
homework is web–based.”
As part of the flipped classroom, students watch the
day’s lecture at home, communicating with peers and
teachers via online discussions. “While doing their math
problems during class, they gain practical, hands–on
applications of the concept they have used the night
before,” said Witherspoon about the teacher lectures.
Our Lady of Lourdes math teacher Priscilla Hillman
has created video lectures that the students can watch at
home on School Tube and Edmodo.
“Students are now able to watch the videos as many
times as they need in order to understand the concepts,
and if students are absent, they never miss the lecture
component,” said Hillman when the project rolled out at
her school.
Our Lady of Lourdes also has added e–mail capability
this school year for its students. The school has issued
individual e–mail addresses.
“If a student is struggling in a certain area of instruction, or has an issue with something, he or she can e–mail
the teacher or myself and we’ll work with that student to
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overcome that challenge,” said Witherspoon.
She continued, “It gives them a lot of ownership over
their own learning and it’s especially good for the middle–
schoolers who are getting ready for high school. Parents
always need to advocate for their children, but it’s nice
when the child has a role, too.”
Our Lady of Lourdes has 191 students enrolled this
school year, which is up from the previous year.
Witherspoon said the campus has the capacity to accommodate about 20 to 25 more students. She says the school’s
enrollment size fosters a productive learning atmosphere.
“I can tell you where every student is academically. I
run the Homework Club and I have lunch with the
students every day. So as a principal, it’s fantastic. The
students know that I care about how they are performing
in the classroom, and I am here to help them.”
Our Lady of Lourdes on Fee Avenue is one of the oldest
Catholic schools in Florida. Founded in 1953, the school is
marking its 60th anniversary this year.
Witherspoon said the school will host its six–decade
celebration on Feb. 8, 9, and 10 with a slate of activities,
including an open house, an alumni gala, and a school and
parish picnic.
“I’m very excited. It’s a great year to walk in as the new
principal,” she said. Father Karl Bergin is pastor at Our
Lady of Lourdes.
The school’s technology assets include a computer
classroom and iPads. “And we are working on a bring–
your–own–device initiative. That’s one of the things I did
at Good Shepherd and it was very successful. A lot of high
schools are doing it, but not many elementary schools. In
preparing for that step forward, we have upgraded our
wireless system,” said Witherspoon.
About 85 percent of kids have an Internet–enabled
mobile device, and half of those are smartphones, according to the Consortium on Social Network in Washington,
D.C.
The U.S. Department of Education’s plan for transforming education through technology, a process that would
create an “engaging state–of–the–art, cradle–to–college
school system nationwide, is built around five core areas:
learning, assessment, teaching, infrastructure, and
productivity.
The plan, titled “Transforming American Education:
Learning Powered by Technology,” presents a model with
goals in the five areas of concentration. Each core section
outlines concepts for using technology to “holistically
transform education,” with the aim to achieve each goal by
2015.
In addition to the five areas of concentration,
Witherspoon said her school is making an effort to cut back
on the consumption of paper through use of digital
technology. “We are really pushing the new ‘green school’
initiative. And we have made some big strides in the past
four months.”
In 2011, the U.S. Department of Education created the
Green Ribbon Schools program, which recognizes institutions that have taken “great strides” in greening initiatives. It is modeled on the department’s three–decade–old
Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence program, which honors
schools with high academic achievement.
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