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Interior designers see
uptick as home market
grows; remodel activity
By Ken Datzman

Please see Designers West Interiors, page 19

BBN photo — Adrienne B. Roth

Small–business owner Liz Harris is marking her 30th year as an interior–design professional in Brevard County. She operates
Designers West Interiors in Melbourne, a firm that specializes in the upscale, new–home market. Her company has seen a surge
in home–remodeling activity as consumers are investing in upgrades that were put on hold because of the recession. And Harris,
an Iowa State University graduate, has her firm positioned for the upturn she sees coming in the local luxury housing market in 2015.
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In communities around the nation the rising tide of the housing
market is uplifting the many small firms that comprise the largest
segment of the interior–design industry.
Unquestionably, the health of housing is key to the overall state
of the U.S. economy. In a consistently growing economy, housing
typically represents 17 to 18 percent of the gross domestic product.
Today, it’s hovering around 15.5 percent, and moving upward.
Employment from new–home construction and remodeling has a
wide ripple effect, creating jobs and driving business across related
sectors of the building economy.
When the housing market slumped, it impacted the work of
framers, electricians, plumbers, carpenters, interior designers, and
other vendors in the field. The downturn was so severe it also spread
into other segments of the economy, including manufacturing, retail,
wholesale, and business services.
Now, as the market continues to gain momentum, interior
designers in Brevard County and elsewhere are benefiting from the
economic resurgence, be it new–home construction, existing home
sales, or remodeling.
“It’s not only a good year, but it’s also a much better time for
interior designers, especially as we look back on the years 2006 to
2008,” said businesswoman Liz Harris, the owner and operator of
Designers West Interiors in Melbourne, a firm that specializes in
the residential market. “I think it’s going to stay steady for the rest
of the year.”
Harris, whose company caters to the upscale housing market, is
marking her 30th year as an interior designer in Brevard County.
The Iowa State University interior–design graduate worked for two
years in Iowa before moving to the Space Coast. As a
businessowner, she is one of a small group of longstanding professionals in her field who have experienced three decades of economic
gyrations, including asset bubbles that burst.
The new “Interior Design Outlook and State of the Industry,”
produced by the American Society of Interior Design Research,
forecasts 2014 will be one of the “strongest years” for residential
spending since 2009.
The research indicates positive economic growth for residential
interior design. Unemployment rates are reaching pre–January
2008 numbers, housing starts are continuing to improve, and
consumers are once again spending for new construction and
remodeling. According to the first quarter “Interior Design Billings
Index,” firms are on track to grow by 4 percent this year.
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Carrie Wam announces her retirement as
Candlelighters of Brevard executive director;
board promotes Duran to fill the position
Carrie Wam, executive director of Candlelighters of
Brevard, has announced her retirement after 23 years of
service to the organization.
Since joining Candlelighters in 1991, Wam has been
instrumental to the growth of the organization. Her
passion for helping children with cancer goes back to when
her daughter was diagnosed with a Wilm’s Tumor.
Through her daughter’s own survivor story, Wam has been
an instrument of hope to other families facing the devastating diagnosis.
“We are extremely grateful for Carrie’s leadership over
the last 23 years,” said Brendan McCarthy, Candlelighters
of Brevard’s board president. “Her passion for the children
and dedication to the Candlelighters’ mission has been
inspirational to us all.”
He said her passion will be missed by the organization
and her years of dedicated service are “deeply appreciated.”
Since Wam’s retirement announcement, new organizational roles have been developed and assigned.
Candlelighters of Brevard’s board recently announced the
internal promotion of Natasha Duran to serve as executive
director, effective immediately.
Duran has served as director of development for
Candlelighters and has demonstrated exceptional leadership and provided strong growth–development strategies,
said McCarthy. Before joining Candlelighters, Duran
specialized in corporate strategy and development for
Harris Corp. in the areas of university relations, corporate
relations and the Harris Foundation.
She said she has a passion for community relations —
and is “deeply inspired by the children and families of
Candlelighters of Brevard.”
Also, the new position of office administrator was
created to meet the administrative demands of the
organization. The staff and board recently welcomed
Vanessa Steele to Candlelighters. She has a strong skill–
set, along with commitment to service, “which makes her a
dynamic addition to the team,” said McCarthy.
He also said the board is “appreciative of the continued
leadership and support provided by Adis Perez, who has
been a “Candlelighters mom” for more than 20 years, since
her son was diagnosed with Wilm’s Tumor at the age of 2.
In appreciation and gratitude for all the support she
received from Candlelighters of Brevard, Perez became the
director of family services in 2006. Using the positive
outcome of her son’s experience, she welcomes “new
families with compassion, hope, and understanding of
their difficult situation.”

Counselors to assist with Medicare questions
SHINE, Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders,
counselors will assist seniors and disabled people with
their Medicare and Medicaid questions from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. on Tuesdays and 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Thursdays at the Satellite Beach Public Library, 751 Jamaica
Blvd. The one–on–one counseling is free of charge. For
more information about the sessions, contact SHINE at
426–0261 or SHINESBPublicLibrary@gmail.com.
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More ‘fans in stands’ at the football games can help boost university’s brand
By Rich Sloane
UCF Forum columnist
Central Florida is the seat of hospitality in the Sunshine State — and perhaps the nation. The tourism
industry’s mantra is “heads in beds,” the measure of
economic payoff for having all those theme parks, hotels,
restaurants and world–class airport facilities in our
backyard. And now it’s time for UCF to mirror the mantra
and consistently get “fans in stands.”
For some time, UCF has worked hard to fill all the
seats at its athletic competitions. Yes, there have been
times when fans filled a venue to capacity. Not having
been here when Coach Torchy Clark and UCF basketball
were tops in their league, I hear time and again from those
who were here that those were the days. You couldn’t find
an empty seat, they tell me. And judging from the photographs I’ve seen, the joint was jumping.
But for more than a decade I’ve sat in stadiums and
arenas that were more than half empty while student–
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athletes gave their all for their university.
It’s time we answered the bell, long past time. The
Central Florida community needs to get behind its
hometown university in a manner worthy of a world–class
town. I swell with pride when reflecting on the draw of
Walt Disney World, Universal Studios and SeaWorld.
These attractions can draw such crowds that on occasion
they have to turn guests away.
Yet I sometimes cringe when our football team is
featured on national TV because the camera might pan up
beyond the lower bowl or near the end zone, where seats
are often empty.
Now don’t get me wrong. I’ve skipped a game when the
wind got above 50 miles an hour and the rain came
sideways. And I watched in the warmth of my home when
UCF played at Southern Methodist University in Texas
last season in temps below 30 degrees before a crowd of
“tens.” But by and large, our hometown weather supports
fans in stands.
I’m not the first to bemoan the situation. Local sportswriters and broadcasters for years have implored the locals
to head out and see top competitors in so many UCF
sports. And while football, basketball and baseball seem to
get the lion’s share of attention from the media, the depth
and breadth of UCF athletics is impressive.
UCF is building its brand and image through increased
research funding, donor contributions, competitive
admissions and an increasing number of nationally ranked
academic programs. And the university’s investment in
athletic programs and student–athletes is an important
part of UCF’s move to enhance its brand and image, and
full support by fans can be a major contributor to that end.
UCF is sporting some of the best collegiate student–
athletes there are in track and field, golf, volleyball and
tennis, just to mention a few. Many of these student–
athletes and UCF teams in recent years have gained
national recognition and titles that deserve the support of
our townies.
Did I say townies? Well, you’d think with a student
population of around 60,000 and more than 10,000

employees, UCF would have no problem filling a 45,000–
seat football stadium or 10,000–seat basketball arena. Yet,
whether it’s Bright House Networks Stadium or CFE
Arena, seats still go unfilled. UCF reserves seats for a
large number of students for the major sport competitions,
and beyond that reasonably priced tickets are available for
fans.
No one admits to being a fair–weather fan. I’ve seen the
stadium filled when it first opened in a game against the
University of Texas in 2007. I’ve seen it near empty when
the team had a losing season. But that’s not the problem.
The problem is supporting our team, your team. And as a
season ticket holder I’ve made it my team. I was proud to
extend the season last year, make the trip to Arizona and
bask in the Fiesta Bowl victory.
Orlando now has professional soccer on its plate. There
are a lot of people with vested interest who are hoping the
community supports that initiative. If it succeeds, as I hope
it does, it will put heads in beds in Central Florida as
visitors in town come to watch the games.
UCF has a storied history of athletics going back
beyond its first football game against St. Leo in 1979, and
the university’s Sports Hall of Fame is populated with
some of the most talented student–athletes ever to play,
coach and support the games: Michelle Akers, Lex Wood,
Frank Rohter and Daunte Culpepper, to name a few. And
it will see new names added over the years. It’s time for all
of us to be able to say, “I was there when….”
I recently stood in line for more than three hours with
about 500 others to get an autograph from former UCF
quarterback Blake Bortles when he came home to Oviedo
for a promotion by the Jacksonville Jaguars, the team that
just signed him. The joint was jumping.
Torchy would have been proud. I was proud. It’s time to
get fans in stands at UCF.
Rich Sloane is director of community relations
for the University of Central Florida’s College
of Education and Human Performance. He can
be reached at Rich.Sloane@UCF.edu.

Brevard Achievement Center wins $11.2 million contract from DOT; positions available
Brevard Achievement Center, a nonprofit that provides innovative programs and services as well as employment
opportunities for people with disabilities, recently won a seven–year, $11.2 million contract with the Department of
Transportation to provide janitorial and minor maintenance services to rest–stops and weigh–stations along west central
Interstate 75. The $1.6 million annual contract will employ a total of 80 people, 60 of which will be people with disabilities, to service eight rest–stops and two weigh– stations along I–75 in Marion, Sumter, Pasco and Hillsborough counties.
The BAC will be a subcontractor for RESPECT of Florida and TME Enterprises of Chesapeake, Va., the asset
maintenance contractor. “We are extremely grateful to the DOT and RESPECT of Florida for giving us another opportunity to put more Floridians with disabilities to work,” said BAC President and Chief Executive Officer Amar Patel.
“Contracts like this give us the means to provide people with disabilities additional opportunities for financial and social
independence, and ultimately, personal success.”
In addition to the DOT contract, the BAC works through RESPECT of Florida to sell products from GOJO and Purell,
as well as medical–grade gloves, wall calendars and planners. RESPECT of Florida is the central nonprofit agency for the
state that helps employ more than 1,400 Floridians with disabilities through the production of merchandise and contractual services sold to government entities.
Positions are still available for qualified applicants. To qualify for employment, applicants must be Florida residents
and have a documented disability. Those interested in employment should contact Kristen Cavanaugh, project lead, at
KCavanaugh@BACBrevard.com or call 271–0864.
For more information about RESPECT, visit RespectOfFlorida.org. Further information about BAC, its programs and
services can be located at BACBrevard.com.
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The story behind Riviera Elementary School’s Butterfly Garden Project; Melbourne Elks Lodge assists
Around May of 2012, a kindergarten teacher at Riviera
Elementary School and her principal, along with input
from “two very talented custodians,” developed a project
to create a butterfly garden. It was to be composed of two
C–shaped gazebos facing each other within which students
could sit and observe and write about butterflies gathering
around the flowers and garden surrounding and hanging
from the gazebo framework.
However, the school had no funds for this project.
Riviera Elementary is a Title I school, which means it
has many students who receive free and reduced lunches.
A kindergarten project was chosen because these kids are
too young for the FCAT testing, where students already
receive much support to prepare them.
In fact, Riviera has been an A–school for many years
running. However, kindergarten is an impressionable age
where the foundations for learning are strongly set, and
the excitement of hands–on activities feeds enthusiasm for
school and learning. The school thought this age group
would immensely benefit by this butterfly garden outside
the kindergarten classes yet still available to the whole
school for study and reflection.
In June of 2012, Melbourne Elks Lodge 1744 contacted
Riviera Elementary School to ask if they could use funding
for any project to help kids learn. Serendipity, the project
already created just–needed funding, and in early July the
Lodge notified the school that the “Promise Grant” was
approved for $2,000.
A Butterfly Garden was to be created outside the
kindergarten rooms of the school; the kindergarten
teachers worked together on refining the project as the
rough plans were finalized and submitted to Brevard
County School District’s building division for approval,
AutoCAD development, and printout.
By November, plans were finalized and approved;
construction supplies were purchased using an initial
Promise Grant check. In February, more supplies were
acquired along with flowers and plants, which would draw
butterflies to the area. Five Lodge members made
staggered visits to refine joint participation and to help
prepare ground and plant the greenery. They included Kit

and Eileen Adams, Duke and Marty Wilson, and Exalted
Ruler Russ Hooper (now deceased).
A “beautiful” dedication plaque was created by parents
to memorialize the garden for a beloved teacher who died
of cancer. A plaque is also being created to note the
contributions of Melbourne Elks Lodge 1744 in helping
make this dream come to life for the kids of Riviera
Elementary.
The grand opening was scheduled for the fall of 2013
but moved to the spring of 2014, so those attending could
see the full development of the students’ work. Students
studied plants and caterpillars; kindergarten classes
watched butterflies enter the world and spread their
wings, and they fed them and nurtured them.
While butterflies grew in kindergarten classes, the
entire student and staff population became involved. Each
class painted and decorated a hanging pot and planted a
garden plant. The garden will in some way be touched by
all classes and every student. That number is 750. The
“plan” will be for primary K–2 students to use the gazebo
area for reflection, class meetings, journaling, and observations. That number would be about 300.
A “soft opening” of the garden, that is, before plants and
blooms were in full flourishing openness, was held in May
of 2013, with kindergarteners receiving their graduation
certificates for completing kindergarten. Parents and
children gathered in the Butterfly Garden to celebrate.
The grand opening of the Butterfly Garden was May 8,
2014. Dr. Mark Mullins, South Area superintendent, who
provided initial approval to proceed, attended, as did Steve

‘Havana Nights’ on Aug. 16 to benefit Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra
The Brevard Symphony Youth Orchestra will kick off its 31st Anniversary Season Cuban–style with “Havana Nights,”
an evening of dinner, dancing and fun. “Havana Nights” will be held on Saturday, Aug. 16, at the Cocoa Beach Country
Club, 5000 Tom Warriner Blvd. Guests are asked to wear their Caribbean–style clothing as they experience an “intimate
island setting” complete with a Cuban–style buffet. Guests will also salsa the night away after learning a few moves in
lessons. “Havana Nights” is the major fund–raising event for the BSYO. This year’s goal is to raise $20,000 to fund
musician scholarships, master classes, workshops with professional musicians, and performances at “new, exciting
concert venues.” Tickets are on sale now and corporate sponsorship packages are also available for purchase.
For more information about the event, Lourdes Quintero at 216–7804.
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Otto and Mike Smith, Riviera custodians, who built the
project.
The kindergarten team brought their classes outdoors,
as butterflies were released into the colorful garden. The
children danced and sang. The teachers of those energized
children were Delaine Roneker, Michael Hernacki, Iris
Caban, Danielle Davis, MaryAnn Sprengle, Amanda
Minarik and Carissa Stanton.
Unable to attend but instrumental in getting the
garden started and completed were Dane Theodore,
associate superintendent for facilities, who was “most
instrumental” in assisting in the process throughout the
project; Rick Bellanger, plan and design, who drew up the
cad drawings from the initial sketches and brought the
“pictures to life”; Art Johnson, project manager, who came
to the school and worked with the head custodian, Steve
Otto. He listened to Otto’s ideas and provided “tremendous
support and advice” on specific recommendations for
materials and specifications; and Gary Geiser and Steve
Fletcher, project field coordinators and building officials,
who provided guidance throughout the process of building
with inspections and recommendations.
Finally, “and present in many hearts and minds,” was
Theresa Wheatley, the teacher to whom garden is dedicated. She was a longtime instructional assistant in
Exceptional Student Education whose influence spread
throughout the campus “with her love of education and
children.”
This was a “proud moment for the children of Riviera
Elementary School and for Melbourne Elks Lodge 1744.”

KeiserSuccess.com
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CASIS and United Nations join forces for research and development of hyperspectral imaging system
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER — The Center for the
Advancement of Science in Space (CASIS) and the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
recently announced a collaboration on technology applications that will aim to develop and deploy a next–generation high–resolution, multi–band hyperspectral imaging
system onboard the International Space Station (ISS).
The system will be used to support a variety of applications, including water and forest management, humanitarian relief, recovery after disaster, disaster–risk reduction
and disaster prevention, as well as in–country planning
and development. Portions of the data stream will be made
available to academic institutions, United Nations, other
government agencies, and not–for–profit organizations to
develop new hyperspectral applications.
The ISS U.S. National Laboratory, managed by CASIS,
provides a “premier vantage point” from which to observe
and analyze events on Earth. Its specific location in low–
Earth orbit makes this platform particularly advantageous
over traditional satellite configurations, since it covers 90
percent of the Earth’s population and provides “much more
powerful and impactful imagery in near–real time,” when
compared with many traditional Earth–observation
platforms.
The mission of UNITAR is to deliver innovative,
executive–type training and conduct research on knowledge systems to develop the capacity of beneficiaries of the
U.N. member states. Part of UNITAR’s research department is the United Nations Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT), a center of excellence
program dedicated to satellite image analysis and
geospatial applications for use by U.N. member states.
Since 2000, UNOSAT has provided the U.N. family,
including its member states, with access to satellite
imagery and satellite derived analysis through the
development and provision of Earth observation and
geographic information system applications. As part of the
agreement, CASIS and UNITAR will work together to
develop outreach and educational projects with a specific
focus on activities implemented by the UNOSAT program.
CASIS will manage the efforts to design, launch, and

operate the hyperspectral sensor onboard the ISS,
soliciting innovative proposals from both the academic and
not–for–profit sectors, as well as the commercial market.
UNOSAT will serve as the lead capacity development and
applications and training entity for the imaging system,
working in close collaboration with implementation
partners and beneficiaries.
“CASIS is honored to be partnering with the United
Nations to create this powerful technological platform that
will have a meaningful impact on global efforts,” said
CASIS President and Executive Director Gregory Johnson.
“This initiative will provide U.N. partners the ability to
leverage the vantage point of the ISS to improve humanitarian relief and recovery capabilities in real time.”
“In addition to the timely delivery of data and ready–
to–use products during and following natural disasters, we
are encouraged by the wide range of new applications that
hyperspectral imaging will allow us to provide to U.N.
member states and sister agencies,” added Einar Bjorgo,

Junior League is accepting new members; to host social event July 23 in Melbourne
The Junior League of South Brevard Inc. is accepting applications for potential new members. Women who are
interested can visit www.JLSB.net for more information and to fill out an application. JLSB will also host an informational and social event for women interested in joining the organization. The event starts at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 23, at Threaded Logos Monogram Shop, 513 North Harbor City Blvd., Suite C, in Melbourne.
JLSB offers its members “extensive training” in areas such as leadership and organizational development, community–needs assessment, strategic planning, communications, advocacy and fund–raising.
Members pragmatically assess problems and solutions, motivate volunteers, and create new partnerships in the
public and private sectors. Most importantly, “they lay the foundation for real, lasting change.”
Benefits of membership include community service, developing leaders, personal development and friendship.
Membership is open to women 21 years of age and older. Requirements include completion of a provisional program,
payment of dues, attendance at monthly general meetings, commitment and completion of an application.
JLSB is committed to promoting volunteerism and improving the community. It has been a “driving force” on the
Space Coast since 1966, addressing the needs of at–risk women and children. Current projects include “Fueling Kids” and
“Kids in the Kitchen,” which focus on improving the health of children through nutrition and physical activity by means
of trained volunteers, financial support, and community awareness and partnerships. As part of the efforts, JLSB is also
supporting the “Children’s Hunger Project,” which provides young people on the Space Coast with weekend food backpacks with a goal of ensuring elementary school–age children do not have to experience hunger and malnutrition.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the organization, visit www.JLSB.net for more information, call
610–8950, or send an e–mail message to Ginna Roberts at MemberDev@JLSB.net.
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the manager of UNITAR’s UNOSAT program. “For
example, these images would allow better natural resource
management and disaster response, allowing national
actors relevant and timely data at no or low cost.”
“NASA is pleased that CASIS and the U.N. are
collaborating on identifying and developing use of the ISS
for meeting global humanitarian needs. We believe
significant value can be contributed to the many industries
and Earth–based solutions that may be derived from
hyperspectral imaging and the unique perspective of the
ISS,” said Michael Suffredini, NASA ISS program manager.
The ISS provides a unique environment for researchers
to conduct investigations, for entrepreneurs to develop new
business models, and for educators to inspire the next
generation of scientists and engineers.
Visit www.ISS–CASIS.org/Opportunities.aspx to learn
more about opportunities to utilize the ISS National
Laboratory.
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Consumers embrace personalized wall décor in homes — large–format printing
one of Southern Photo’s specialties; Parsons named general manager of store
By Ken Datzman
American consumers are using the wall space in their
homes more creatively these days, especially tall walls.
They are decorating the space with special photographs.
Accessories such as photos are a great way to update the
décor in your home.
And many families have turned to original art of
precious memories to showcase on their walls. They favor
the use of sizable prints, too. Updating your home this way
doesn’t have to be complicated or expensive, either.
The evolution of wide–format printing technology has
created a new opportunity for people to display poster–size
photographic–quality prints on the walls of their homes.
These cherished pictures live on and on within families.
Digital artist Andrew King of retailer Southern Photo
Supply in Melbourne says a large–format photography
keepsake “is something that can be passed down to
generations of families. We see a lot of 100–year–old
photos at our shop. It just makes you stop and think —
here is something that has been around for 10 decades.”
King says his own home resembles a small photo
gallery. He has transformed ordinary walls into something
beautiful. “I have so many pictures in my house that I have
actually started stacking them. But instead of having one,
one, one — I’ve got one, two, one, two, one, two. Some day
I’ll run out of space.”
A longtime wildlife photographer, King has traveled
extensively. Wildlife photography is one of the more
challenging forms of photography. “I enjoy the outdoors,
but it’s more about the taking of the picture — capturing
the image at that exact moment.”
“It’s professionals like Andrew who help us stand apart
in the marketplace,” said Lisa Gomez Parsons, the newly
hired general manager of Southern Photo at 125 E. Nasa
Blvd.
“These are experts who are passionate about photography. They truly live and breathe photography every day.
They are on the cutting edge of this industry.”
Parsons said Southern Photo recently conducted a
cellphone photography class. “It was very interesting. One
of our sales experts, Josh Conti, taught it. We have a
schedule of our classes online (SouthernPhotoSupply.com)
that we offer to the community.”
One of Conti’s special interests is social media as it
relates to photography.
The wide– and large–format segment is a growing part
of Southern Photo’s custom–print business as more
consumers make use of photography to enliven their
homes.
“When I started in this field 25 years ago, wide–format
printing was mostly for commercial work, such as in office
buildings. Now, it’s a big part of the residential market,”
said King, who has worked for Southern Photo for the last
15 years.
Southern Photo’s in–house operations can handle
printing requests of all sizes, and it offers full services
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 10
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Lisa Gomez Parsons, who has more than 20 years experience in various areas of the retail industry, is Southern Photo Supply’s new
general manager. She has worked in human resources, training, operations, advertising, event planning, marketing, and designing
floor sets for retailers. Andrew King is a digital artist at the store, located at 125 E. Nasa Blvd. in Melbourne.

including custom framing and mounting.
“With our wide–format printers, we have the capability
to do a print that’s 40 inches by eight feet, and all sizes in–
between. If someone has a panorama and they want a nice
wide print, we can do it for them,” he said.
King said the typical Southern Photo customer order
designed for the wall is 16 by 20. “It’s not too big and the
frames are readily available.”
Just about all of the large format materials are suitable
for home–décor use, he said.
“We print on fine art paper. It’s a watercolor–grade
paper — the same type of paper artists use. We also print
on canvas, which gives you different options for your wall–

décor scheme — you can go frameless or do a ‘gallery
wrap,’ for example.”
King added, “We wrap the customer’s image all the way
around the sides so that it will hang on the wall without a
frame. It becomes a piece of art in itself.”
There is sometimes confusion between “gallery wrap”
and a “stretched canvas,” he said. Gallery wrap is a
method of displaying art wrapped over thick wooden bars.
There are no visible fasteners, such as staples or tacks. It is
a finished product that is intended to be hung unframed.
In contrast, stretched canvas is not a finished product.
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Builders see opportunity to retrofit homes with safety features for the fast–aging
baby–boomer population in Brevard County; remain independent as they age
By Ken Datzman
Most baby–boomers, some 72 million people born
between the years 1946 and 1964, want to live in their
homes as they grow older. They greatly treasure their
independence.
The first segment of boomers is now settling into its
retirement years, with wave after wave to follow. Some
10,000 people will be turning age 65 every day in the U.S.
for the next 17.5 years, an unprecedented modern–day
demographic for this nation.
But the aging population in general has not taken the
measures to incorporate technology solutions, or remodel
and retrofit their homes to remain independent as they
age.
With the rising cost of health care in America, making
housing modifications to live in a safer and more comfortable environment seems to be a prudent choice. The option
of caring for older adults in their homes, instead of in
institutional settings, is far less expensive.
A new study released in June by Georgetown
University’s McDonough School of Business shines the
spotlight on this important subject, one that is being
discussed nationwide by governments and other entities
across the nation, especially in retirement states such as
Florida.
While 96 percent of the Georgetown University survey
respondents say it’s important to be as independent as
possible as they get older, only 21 percent plan to take the
appropriate measures to upgrade their homes with aging–
in–place safety features like no–step entry into the home
and handrails and grab–bars in bathrooms, for example.
“This is one of the hottest topics in our industry today,”
said longtime area general contractor Dave Armstrong,
president of Armstrong Custom Homes Inc. in Melbourne
and a Life Director of the Home Builders and Contractors
Association of Brevard, a trade organization.
“Every home, in my opinion, needs to be driven toward
aging–in–place adjustments. My next home, for sure, is
going to be ADA–compliant,” Armstrong added.
The Americans with Disabilities Act covers commercial
facilities but does not apply to private single–family
residences. However, it provides a good guideline and
many of its safety features can be adapted to a home.
The results of the study and the individual barriers
were recently discussed at an expert roundtable at the
McDonough School of Business. Meeting participants
included decision–makers from business, nonprofits, local
government, and academe with expertise in aging, housing
and real–estate development, technology, and policy.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the number of
Americans age 65 or older is estimated to grow to 83.7
million by 2050, almost double from the 43.1 million in
2012.
Yet the Georgetown University study shows that nearly
80 percent of 60–80 years olds are not thinking about, or
are not sure, whether they will update their homes with
JULY 21, 2014
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Dave Armstrong, president of Armstrong Custom Homes Inc., is a Life Director of the Home Builders and Contractors Association of
Brevard. He says that the senior community and aging homeowners in general should consider making modifications for aging–in–
place, such as adding handrails, grab–bars and other safety features to their home.

“senior–friendly features.”
Locally, about 25 percent of Brevard County’s population is 60 years of age or older, reports the Brevard County
Commission on Aging. The fastest–growing population on
the Space Coast is people 80 years of age and older.
“We are a fast–aging population in Brevard,” said
Armstrong, whose 88–year–old father is an area resident
and lives independently in his own home that was
modified to accommodate his needs at he ages.
To age–in–place, you will probably need to modify your
home to increase access and safety as you mature.
Armstrong said every home, whether new or existing,
needs to be designed with aging in mind.

Visit BrevardBusinessNews.com for Advertising Information

“The design features should include such things as no–
slip, no–curve showers, a 36–inch–door entry into the
pantry, wide kitchen spaces in order to move around
without bumping into things, impact windows because
putting up shutters is too much work for older people, and
accessibility to the garage without having to take a large
step, if no step, down. These are common things, but they
can make a big difference in a home for someone who is
aging,” said Armstrong.
Adding accessibility features to a home will be welcomed by aging buyers and others in the housing market.
Please see Armstrong Custom Homes Inc., page 17
BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS / 11
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The Florida Bar issues call for entries for its annual Media Awards competition; deadline is July 30
TALLAHASSEE — The deadline for entries in
The Florida Bar’s 2014 Media Awards competition is
July 30. The awards are presented in recognition of
outstanding journalism. Qualified entries consist of a
story or stories that highlight the system of law and
justice as it affects the people of Florida.
News media that have made a significant effort to
inform the public about the delivery or quality of justice
are invited to enter. Work submitted for consideration
may include news stories, series, features, editorials,
blogs, documentaries, columns, special sections —
anything produced by a news organization that deals
with law and lawyers, courts, law enforcement, the
delivery of legal services, the effectiveness of the justice
system, the work of the organized Bar or related
matters.
Entries must have been published or produced
between Jan. 1, 2013, and Dec. 31, 2013. Content of
entries may be current or historical, objective or

analytical in nature. All media organizations, large or
small, are encouraged to enter.
The awards will be presented on Sept. 22 in

Tallahassee. For additional information on The Florida
Bar’s 59th annual Media Awards, visit FloridaBar.org
or call (850) 561–5666.

FirstWave team member DeVries earns professional designation in wealth field
SATELLITE BEACH — Robert DeVries, a WealthCoach with FirstWave Financial, has earned the professional
designation of Accredited Wealth Management Advisor, or AWMA.
Individuals who hold the AWMA designation have completed a course of study encompassing wealth strategies,
estate–planning techniques, tax–reduction alternatives, and asset–protection vehicles. Additionally, individuals must
pass an end–of–course examination that tests their ability to grasp complex concepts and apply theoretical concepts to
real–life situations. Designees renew their designation every two years by completing 16 hours of continuing education,
reaffirming adherence to the “Standards of Professional Conduct” and complying with self–disclosure requirements.
DeVries is a graduate of the University of Michigan and obtained his MBA degree with a concentration in finance
from New York University’s Stern School of Business. “We place great emphasis on continuing education at FirstWave
Financial,” said Tom Kirk, president and founder of the firm. “Our clients expect and deserve superior service, and our
broadly experienced WealthCoaches have the knowledge base to help our clients put actions into place to transform their
financial goals into reality.”
For more information about FirstWave Financial, call 773–7773 or visit www.FirstWaveFinancial.com.
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Fisher & Phillips releases Version 2 of FMLA Leave App; to roll out at national SHRM Conference in Orlando
Fisher & Phillips LLP, an international labor and
employment law firm with operations in Brevard County,
has released Version 2 of its popular FMLA Leave
Calculator App. FMLA stands for the Family and Medical
Leave Act.
The firm has also added a web–browser version of the
app along with the iOS and Android versions. The earlier
version of the app released last June has been downloaded
more than 1,600 times and it won a first–place award from
the Southeastern Chapter of the Legal Marketing Association for Social/Interactive Media.
The app allows employers to calculate certain FMLA
leaves of absence. The FMLA Leave Calculator app will
allow human–resource professionals and other managers
to calculate basic leave requests and determine how much
FMLA leave an employee has available.
The beta version of the iPhone and Android app was
introduced during the Society of Human Resources
Management’s annual Conference and Exposition last year
in Chicago. Version 2 is being released during the 2014
SHRM Conference in Orlando.
Fisher & Phillips invited several early adopters of the
first app to be beta–testers for the second version. Their
input was “very valuable” in helping to improve the
intuitive app.
“When we set out to develop our first app we said we
wanted to create a tool that employers and HR professionals can use at work,” said Roger Quillen, Fisher & Phillips’
chairman and managing partner.
“This free tool has proven to be very popular as the

get

1,600–plus downloads illustrate. It was exciting to have
our early adopters provide direct feedback as we developed
the next version. We hope to hear from SHRM members
and other professionals after using Version 2 of the FMLA
app for their leave calculations.”
The app offers a user–friendly interface and allows the
user to choose among the four FMLA measuring periods:
Rolling Backward, Forward from the day of Leave,
Calendar Year, and Fixed 12 Month Leave Year. It also
permits the user to calculate leave for those who work less
than 40 hours, or work different days than the normal
Monday to Friday. It takes into account if there is a plant
shut down during the leave period.
The app reports:
l Number of days of FMLA leave available.
l When the employee should return to work based on
the new leave request.
l How much leave the employee has remaining after
the current leave request is completed; if leave has been

Alliance Title receives ‘Outstanding Agent Award’ from Chicago Title Insurance Co.
Locally owned and operated Alliance Title Insurance Agency Inc. recently received the “Outstanding Agent Award”
from Chicago Title Insurance Co. The award was presented to the entire company, at a luncheon on May 28 at their
Harbor City Boulevard office in Melbourne, by assistant vice president and account manager John Stilla. “This awar d
goes to our agents who are top remitters but also have the lowest claims ratios.” said Stilla. “Alliance Title has always
been at the top of their game, clearing title expertly and efficiently, providing stellar customer service and ultimately
delivering a valuable title insurance policy.” The award is on display in the lobby of their Melbourne office.
For more information about the firm, visit www.AllianceTitleFL.com, follow Alliance Title Florida on Facebook, and
AllianceTitle10 on Twitter.
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exhausted at the time of this request, it will indicate such.
The HR professional or other manager using the app
can then e–mail the information directly to the employee
who requested the leave. Of course, further documentation
to the employee should be provided as required by the
FMLA.
The Fisher & Phillips FMLA Leave app can be downloaded at the Apple App Store or Google Play. On the
Apple App Store or Google Play search for “Fisher &
Phillips.” You can also visit www.laborlawyers.com/
FMLALeaveApp to get the app, including the Web version.
Fisher& Phillips attorneys and marketing professionals
worked with developers at Saturno Design to create the
new app.
Fisher & Phillips LLP (www.laborlawyers.com) is a
national law firm “committed to providing practical
business solutions for employers’ workplace legal problems. Labor and employment law is “all the firm does.” It
has 300 attorneys in 31 offices around the nation.
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Brevard honored for excellence in public health; local program one of 22 nationwide to receive top award
The Florida Department of Health in Brevard County
was honored at the 2014 annual conference of the National
Association of County and City Health Officials, an
organization representing the nation’s 2,800 local health
departments. The department was singled out for a
program that demonstrates “exemplary and replicable
qualities” in response to a critical local public–health need.
The Emergency Department Diversion Dental Program
was one of 22 local health–department programs nationwide to receive the NACCHO’s prestigious Model Practice
Award. The program provides dental care in the health
department for the underserved population who are
referred from area hospitals.
Through the program, these individuals receive an
appointment to be treated by a dentist, which plays an
important role in reducing emergency department visits
for dental–related issues.
Since June 2011 the Emergency Department Diversion
Dental Program has provided 1,008 dental examinations,
920 dental X–rays and 889 extractions, for a total cost
savings to the indigent members of the community of
$248,315.
“We are proud to receive this NACCHO’s Model
Practice Award for our Dental Program. Florida Department of Health in Brevard County is the only county
health department in the United States to have received
13 Model Practice Program Awards from the NACCHO,”
said Dr. Heidar Heshmati, director of the Florida Department of Health in Brevard.
“The award is evidence of our commitment to develop-

ing responsive and innovative public–health programs that
improve the health of local residents.”
Each innovative project receiving the award was peer–
reviewed and selected from a group of 71 applicants. Since
2003, NACCHO’s Model Practice Awards program has
honored programs, resources and tools that demonstrate
how health departments and their community partners
can effectively collaborate to address local public–health
challenges.
The Emergency Department Diversion Dental Program
is now part of an online, searchable database of successful

public–health practices in areas ranging from immunization and maternal and child health to infectious diseases
and emergency preparedness.
The NACCHO Model Practice database is publicly
accessible, and allows health departments, public–health
partners, and other important stakeholders to learn about
the work being done by health departments across the
country.
For more information about the NACCHO Model
Practice Awards and to view a list of other award winners,
go to www.NACCHO.org.

Health First names Aaron Robinson V.P. of outpatient and wellness services
ROCKLEDGE — Health First Inc. recently welcomed Aaron Robinson as its new vice president of outpatient and
wellness services.
Robinson will oversee the many specialized services of the organization, including diagnostics, durable medical
equipment, home care, and hospice.
He will also be responsible for Health First Medical Rehabilitation, Health First Private Duty, Health First Pro–
Health & Fitness Centers, Health First Sleep Center, Health First Wound Management & Hyperbarics Center, Health
First Pain Management and the Health First Family Pharmacy.
Robinson has 17 years experience in health care and began his career as a physical therapist. Most recently, he served
as vice president of hospital operations of a 410–bed acute–care facility. Robinson had oversight of all operations,
including strategy and development of the oncology service line and physician practices.
“Aaron brings extensive experience and knowledge of health–care services to our organization. Health and wellness
initiatives are at the core of our work as an integrated delivery network and Aaron will help us grow these programs and
build a healthier and stronger community,” said Health First’s Drew Rector, executive vice president, chief strategy
officer.
Robinson earned his bachelor’s of health science degree in physical therapy from the University of Missouri. He also
holds an MBA degree from Lindenwood University.
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Southern Photo Supply
Continued from page 10
This process precedes the framing process. The hardware
is also unique; the stretcher bars are thinner allowing the
fasteners to show on the sides. However, even thin
stretcher bars can be found “gallery–wrapped.”
“We have the in–house resources to meet the changing
needs of customers,” said Parsons. “This is our 51st year in
business and we continue to evolve. That’s what makes
this business so interesting.”
Parsons says she is a “hobbyist photographer,” though
she did do professional portrait photography of families, as
an independent contractor, years ago for Club Med in
Florida. “I greatly enjoy photography. My first experience
with photography was using a little point–and–click
camera. Later, my father put a Canon AE–1 in my hands.”
Introduced in mid–1970s, the AE–1 was a very
successful camera worldwide. The manufacturing of the
camera was highly automated, which made it possible to
produce a low–cost camera having high–end features.
Parsons joins Southern Photo with more than 20 years
experience in various areas of the retail industry. She has
worked in human resources, training, operations, advertising, event planning, marketing, and designing floor sets for
retailers.
She was a store manager for Beall’s Outlet Stores Inc.,
a Bradenton–based company with locations throughout
Florida, Georgia, and Arkansas.
Parsons also held a similar position with Chico’s, a
specialty retailer of private branded casual–to–dressy
women’s clothing, founded in 1983 as a small boutique on

Sanibel Island. Chico’s now has more than 700 boutiques
nationwide.
Originally from New York, Parsons comes from a family
of small–business owners. “I have a grandfather who just
retired as a small–business owner. He’s in his early 80s.”
Her parents have owned and operated small businesses, too.
“My family has been successful and has enjoyed

longevity in the small–business world because they knew
their customer base and provided the type of service small
firms are known for in their markets.”
Parsons added, “Southern Photo has been in business
for more than five decades. I think that says a lot about the
way it has operated all these years. We strive every day to
meet the expectations of our customers and provide a high
level of service.”

Clevens Face and Body Specialists to host two complimentary educational seminars
Clevens Face and Body Specialists will be hosting two educational events focusing on the latest advances in lasers and
plastic–surgery options. The first seminar is from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on July 25 at Calilou Café in Melbourne. The
follow–up seminar is set for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on July 30 at the Pizza Gallery & Grill in Viera.
These informational seminars are complimentary and both current and potential patients are welcome to attend free
of charge. Interested parties are encouraged to RSVP at www.DrClevens.com or call 727–3223. Plastic–surgery specialists Dr. Ross Clevens and Dr. Adam Oppenheimer will speak about the latest advances in their respective fields, including facelift options, rejuvenation for eyes, the popular “Weekend Necklift,” SmartLipo, cellulite treatment, and anti–aging
dermal fillers. Clevens Face and Body Specialists is a state–of–the–art, multi–specialty practice with offices in
Melbourne, Suntree and Merritt Island. The practice offers expertise in cosmetic surgery of the face, breast and body.
The practice, voted “Best in Brevard,” was founded by Dr. Clevens, who is a nationally recognized, Ivy League–trained,
board–certified facial plastic and reconstructive surgeon. Dr. Oppenheimer is a specialist in breast and body plastic
surgery. For additional information on the practice, visit www.DrClevens.com.

Library accepting used and new books
The Palm Bay Library is accepting used and new young adult books to donate to Candlelighters of Brevard, through
July 31. The library is at 1520 Port Malabar Blvd., NE. This program is a part of One Book Brevard, which celebrates the
community’s love of reading. For more information about the program, call Julie Bryant at 952–4519.

Michael Gainey Signature
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Window Treatments
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Color Selection pick up BBN
Decorator Services
6/02/14
Studio Hours By Appointment

page 3

Belair Courtyard
218 Brevard Avenue #254
Cocoa Village
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321-50 1-7203

Michael and son Bryson Gainey

Florida has always been our home, let's make it yours....

michaelgaineysignaturedesigns.com
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New TaxWatch pocket guide helps consumers better understand the state’s $77 billion budget
TALLAHASSEE — Floridians now have help in
understanding the state budget, thanks to Florida
TaxWatch. The Florida TaxWatch “Taxpayer’s Pocket
Guide to Florida’s Fiscal Year 2014–2015 State Budget”
highlights spending in each of the budget areas and
provides a look back at Florida’s fiscal growth.
“Reading Florida’s more than 400 page budget can be
daunting, but the Florida TaxWatch budget pocket guide
provides Florida taxpayers with an easy to understand
explanation of what their hard–earned money is paying
for,” said Dominic Calabro, the president and chief
executive officer of Florida TaxWatch, the independent,
nonpartisan, nonprofit taxpayer research institute and
government watchdog.
The organization produced the budget guide, which
breaks down state spending by budget area and funding
source and highlights the programs funded through each
area. It also includes historical information about state
reserves, Medicaid and the transportation work program.
Florida Education Finance Program funding information is also featured, with information on the source of
revenue as well as a historical review of per student
funding allocations.
“The state budget provides historic levels of funding for
children, families and K–12 education, which helps to
invest in Florida’s future growth,” said Calabro. “Overall,
Florida taxpayers should be pleased with the investments
our state will be making in the new year.”
“Florida’s fiscal discipline in passing a balanced budget
is on display today,” said Florida TaxWatch Chairman

John Zumwalt III. “The governor’s and legislature’s
commitment to maintaining Florida’s fiscal strength has
helped Florida pay down its debt and increase its bond
rating, making Florida a great place to live, work, and
build a business, while the federal government’s financial
health has steadily deteriorated.”
“During the 2014 Legislative Session, the Florida
Senate worked with our colleagues in the Florida House
and Gov. Scott to craft a commonsense state budget that

invested in the needs of our state while also providing
meaningful tax relief for hardworking Florida families,”
said Senate Majority Leader Lizbeth Benacquisto. “We set
aside $3 billion in reserves, invested unprecedented
funding in education and allocated funding to improve our
child welfare system.”
Taxpayers can request a copy of the budget pocket
guide at www.FloridaTaxWatch.org/research/
budgetguide1415.

Longtime commercial lender Chris Vick joins the Florida Business Bank team
Florida Business Bank in Melbourne has announced the addition of Chris Vick to its staff of commercial lending
specialists. Vick comes to Florida Business Bank with more than 30 years experience in commercial and small–business
lending. He will provide additional expertise to Florida Business Bank’s clients and prospects through an emphasis on
providing “superior customer service.” The addition of Vick to the bank team will enhance the institution’s ongoing efforts
to position itself for continued growth in the Central Florida marketplace, said William Norris, the president and chief
executive officer of Florida Business Bank.
“Chris brings a wealth of customer interaction, relationship management, and lending experience to Florida Business
Bank. His track record of lending, customer service, and comprehensive financial analysis will be instrumental to the
continued success of FBB,” he said.
Before joining Florida Business Bank, Vick was a commercial loan officer. Most recently, he served as sales director for
Stillwater Companies LLC, where he steadily built their client portfolio and provided financial guidance allowing for
expansion into new markets. Vick, a U.S. Navy veteran, earned his bachelor’s degree from Virginia Commonwealth
University. “I am tremendously excited to join Florida Business Bank and I look forward to deepening our client relationships in Brevard County,” said Vick.
Florida Business Bank offers a complete line of personal and business–banking services, including remote–check
deposit, business and investment sweep accounts, working capital lines of credit, equipment finance and real estate and
construction financing. Founded in 2000, Florida Business Bank “continues its dedication to providing best–in–class
customer service.” For more information about the organization, visit www.FloridaBusinessBank.com.

NOW ENROLLING FOR
2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR
Brevard County Catholic Schools provide an outstanding education
LQDIDLWKÀOOHGDQGQXUWXULQJOHDUQLQJHQYLURQPHQW$FKDOOHQJLQJ
FXUULFXOXPLVHQULFKHGZLWKÀQHDUWVIRUHLJQODQJXDJHUHOLJLRQ
DWKOHWLFVDQGH[WUDFXUULFXODUSURJUDPV&DWKROLFVFKRROVWXGHQWV
HPHUJH DV FRQÀGHQW OHDGHUV DQG UHVSRQVLEOH FLWL]HQV ZLWK WKH
Schools
VNLOOVQHHGHGIRUVXFFHVVLQFROOHJHDQGFDUHHU

Catholic
pick up BBN
Nine Catholic schools serving students in
7/14/14
Pre-K3 and VPK4 through 12th grade.
page
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Melbourne
Palm Bay
Merritt Island
Melbourne
Central
St.
Joseph
Catholic
School
Divine Mercy
FULLCatholic
COLOR
High School
Catholic Academy
Indialantic

Ascension Catholic School
Our Lady of Lourdes
Catholic School

Visit BrevardCatholicSchools.org
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Holy Name of Jesus
Catholic School

Cocoa Beach

St. Mary’s Catholic School

St. Teresa Catholic School

Rockledge

Our Saviour Catholic School

Titusville

U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence
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Armstrong Custom Homes Inc.
Continued from page 11
Whether it’s a new home or an existing house, here are
some ideas that you should incorporate in the design of
your home, according to Armstrong Custom Homes and
the National Association of Home Builders:
l Create a no–step entry to the home. A no–step entry
makes access easier for a person pushing a stroller or with
an arm load of packages, moving furniture or appliances,
or someone with a walker or wheelchair.
l Provide weather protection at the entry of the home.
l Use flat or very low thresholds at doorways and
between flooring changes.
l Use 36–inch wide doors with lever hardware and at
least 42–inch wide halls and stairs.
l The plan should allow one–story living with a
bathroom, bedroom, and laundry on the main floor.
l Use rocker–type light switches placed a maximum of
42 inches above the floor, and outlets placed 20 inches to
24 inches above the floor.
l Use easy–grip door, faucet, and drawer hardware,
such as levers, C–shape or D–shape hardware.
l Your design should place appliances so they can be
used conveniently from either a standing or seated
position.
The Center for Housing Policy, the research division of
the National Housing Conference, says the aging of the
baby–boomer generation is creating an “urgent housing
challenge in communities.”
The CHP has released a new report titled “Aging in
Place: Supportive Service Programs for High and Low–

Density Communities.”
The Bipartisan Policy Center in Washington, D.C.,
launched the Housing Commission in October 2011 to
address this and other housing challenges. It has since
compiled a report titled “Housing America’s Future: New
Directions for National Policy.”
The report proposes a more comprehensive focus on

Local emergency and specialty veterinary hospital welcomes board–certified surgeon
The Animal Emergency and Critical Care Center of Brevard in Melbourne recently welcomed the newest member of
its specialty team, Dr. Scott Goett. A Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Surgeons, he is trained in all
aspects of veterinary surgery but has special interests in complex fracture repair, pelvic fracture repair and orthopedic
surgery. Dr. Goett said he shares AECC’s continued mission of providing “cutting–edge diagnostics and treatment paired
with compassionate and professional care.”
With more than 13 years of veterinary experience, Dr. Goett is a “tremendous asset” to the hospital and a skilled
advocate for patients and clients alike, the AECC said. Dr. Goett received his veterinary degree from the University of
Florida. In order to become a board–certified surgeon, he also spent five years after veterinary school in internships and
residency programs. His clinical research has been published in “Veterinary Medicine” and “Veterinary Surgery”
magazines. Veterinary surgeons like Dr. Goett, who must pass a rigorous board examination, are dedicated to providing
the “very best in surgical care.” They act as a resource for primary veterinarians by providing consultations on difficult or
unusual cases. With their advanced training, these specialists offer expertise that “ensures the best possible outcome for
the pet and pet owner.”
Clients and referring veterinarians familiar with Dr. John Moser, a surgical resident, will be pleased to know that he
remains with the practice and is continuing his surgical residency working alongside Dr. Goett.
AECC is a specialty referral and emergency veterinary practice welcoming referrals from area veterinarians for pets
in need of advanced treatment or those who need emergency medical care. AECC’s board–certified specialists including
Dr. Goett are available Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., as well as on an emergency basis. The hospital
never closes. It offers 24–hour emergency care with an emergency veterinarian always on duty.

What Customers Are Saying About
River Tree Builders
“What sets River Tree Builders apart is their integrity
and willingness to create
solutions to achieve customer
satisfaction. River Tree keeps
the customer’s vision paramount, and through attention
to detail and thorough
project oversight, translates
the vision into reality.”
Joan and Scott
Sorensen
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new ad emailed
FULL COLOR

Animal Doctor
Pick Up BBN
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“The experience we had
with River Tree Builders was
a positive one from the beginning. While we understood
the scope of our project was
large, they were able to walk
us through each step with
minimal frustration. I wholeheartedly recommend River
Tree Builders for any project,
either large or small, and
have no regrets in choosing
them as our builders.”
Mike and Jan MacKay

Junaita has enhanced photo
ONE OF ONLY 15% U.S. VETERINARY HOSPITALS
ACCREDITED BY AMERICAN ANIMAL HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

321.254.9145
2825 Business Center Blvd., Suite B-5, Melbourne, FL 32940
Located in Suntree
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meeting the housing needs of the nation’s seniors that
responds to their desire to age–in–place and recognizes the
importance of integrating housing with health care and
other services.
“This issue should be front and center in every community. It needs to be addressed because it’s going to have a
long–term impact on society in general,” said Armstrong.

FULL COLOR
321•727•2421 | Animal-Medical-Clinic.com
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Brevard Symphony Orchestra
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Journey
2014-2015 SEASON

BrevardSymphony.com
Questions? Call 321.242.2024. Dates, times, programs and featured artists are subject to change. Sorry, no refunds or exchanges.

Your Landscape Management Partners

(321) 636-0655
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Barbara C. Wall

Broker/Owner/President
barbara@barbarawall.com
www.BarbaraWall.com

Violk Law Office
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2000 Highway AIA,
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937
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Designers West Interiors
Continued from page 1
Harris said her business, positioned in the luxury–
home market, has seen a surge in remodeling activity.
“And within that segment, kitchen and bathroom remodels
have been huge for us. Mostly, these are houses we
provided interior–design services for 20 to 30 years ago.
The owners are updating them.”
Kitchens and baths are benefiting from the broad
housing recovery. During the downturn less attention was
paid to these areas as households were looking to control
costs. Today, consumers are making those upgrades for
their home.
Kitchens remain a top–remodeling project in 2014,
according to the “Member Profile Study” conducted by the
National Association of the Remodeling Industry, or NARI.
Consumers, in general, want practical, comfortable
kitchens that are efficient to use.
Homeowners are updating their kitchen spaces and
purchasing new appliances. “There are so many types of
appliances, and they truly ‘make’ the look of the kitchen,”
said Harris. In the kitchen, granite countertops still reign,
“but there are some new recycled materials, both granite
chips and glass, that are catching on with consumers. They
are attractive and durable,” she said.
According to the NARI survey, built–in cabinetry that
looks like furniture is popular. Mixing and layering
finishes and woods to create a custom look is another
emerging trend, along with built–in accent cabinets that
act as a framework for the rest of the cabinetry.
Harris, who said she personally favors white cabinetry,
“has been using ivory and mixing in other woods with it.
We are using and have used for several years a grayish,
taupe wood, a driftwood look that is great for Florida
kitchen cabinetry. Then, of course, there is the look of
espresso, a dark–stained wood which has been around for
a while that is popular now.”
The continuing trend of fewer upper cabinets in the
kitchen creates more space for decorative task lighting,
often on adjustable arms that give the option to have the
light directed where it is needed most.
Other trends in that area of the home: pendant lights
over kitchen islands present a good opportunity to bring
style into the mix; chandeliers in kitchens add an unexpected sparkle and can soften up the hard lines and
smooth surfaces of appliances and countertops below; and
under–cabinets lights, controlled by a dimmer, provide
ambience.
“We are doing a lot more with LED (light–emitting
diode) products,” said Harris.
“The light quality and color retention is getting better
and better. The cost is getting better, and we are definitely
using them in homes. The in–cabinet and under–cabinet
lighting has been hard to adapt, but now we can do that.
And we’re using LED strip lighting in wet areas, such as
the outdoor kitchen. LED products have a lot of practical
applications in residential design.”
Energy Star–certified LED bulbs use 70–90 percent less
energy and can last 25 times longer than a standard
incandescent bulb. A single new light bulb that has earned
the Energy Star certification can save $40–$135 in
electricity costs over its lifetime, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
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Decorative LED lights are being embraced by more
homeowners as well.
“These lights are sculptured pieces and come in all
sizes. They can be used for high ceiling, low ceiling — just
about anywhere in the home. We treat lighting products as
decorative objects nowadays. They can be minimalistic, yet
they still make a statement in a home,” said Harris.
Fixtures in black, iron, and aged brass finishes make a
bold statement, she said.
Specialty pendants and fixtures are “lighting it up” this
year. Regardless of whether it involves a custom or stock
fixture, interior designers are finding ways to showcase
them as pieces of art rather than just as functional
elements.
Lighting is being paired with wood–ceiling details to
further enhance the room’s design and create a feeling of
warmth.
In bathrooms, one of the hottest trends is the
standalone tub. Whether rounded or rectangular, these
tubs take up less space than the old tiled–in tub deck.
“Changing out a large bathtub with a small freestanding tub with decorative faucets, which might be freestanding a well, is really gaining a lot of interest among
homeowners these days. The freestanding tub doesn’t take
up as much square footage in the bathroom, so you have
more cabinet space,” said Harris.
Bathrooms are “moving toward clean and simple lines.
For example, replacing a shower door with a glass panel
that you walk around,” she added.
Dual master baths are all the rage. They are glamorous, yet extremely functional. Surprisingly, this can be
achieved even in a smaller space. Dual baths often have a
shared shower and continue to feature fixtures, colors, and
finishes with a spa–like feel.
Whether in the bath or kitchen, satin nickel, the most
popular faucet finish, is expected to continue to flourish
this year, as will polished chrome, according to the
National Kitchen and Bath Association’s “Design Trends
Survey.”
The survey also says that wood, the “most specified”
flooring in 2013, will grow even more popular this year
among homeowners. “There is a huge trend toward wood
flooring,” said Harris.
Hardwood isn’t the only choice. There is a range of
manufactured materials, such as wood–vinyl flooring.
“And they really look good. There is ease of installation,
too. There are a lot of reclaimed woods that are being used
in wood flooring as well. There are some interesting things
happening in the flooring industry that provide customers
with so many options.”
Harris said another trend she is seeing in her business
is “more people are using the space called a formal dining
area for other uses. It could be a second home office,
because the husband and wife may need their own home–
office spaces.”
She added that some homeowners are using the space
for “wine rooms or ‘decorking’ areas. Some are using the
space for game rooms. A lot of people are questioning
whether they need a formal living room and a family room.
We’ve seen this before and we’re seeing it a lot more right
now in this market.”
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Interior designers also say the lines continue to be
blurred between the inside and outside of homes. And this
is no longer limited to areas with warmer climates; it’s a
trend that’s sweeping the country.
Both production and custom homes have removable
glass walls, gourmet outdoor kitchens, and interior
courtyard pools, adding more everyday living space,
according to a survey by the National Association of Home
Builders.
“The focus on outdoor living is gigantic, whether it’s
putting in a kitchen or designing a living space on the
patio. There are so many options today for outdoor living,
especially with the wide range of appliances available from
manufacturers. Families are even spending money on
outdoor–quality billiards tables, or pingpong tables,” said
Harris.
According to a report by the American Institute of
Architects, “as home sizes have declined during the past
downturn, and have recovered very slowly in recent years,
households have been moving toward more flexible uses of
space. This has included the growing popularity of an
open–space layout, often with informal family space
integrated into the kitchen space. Informality in home
layouts also has been more popular, with casual eating
areas substituting for formal dining rooms, and family
rooms and dens substituting for formal living rooms. The
popularity of outdoor living space follows this trend.”
Yet another growing trend in the U.S. housing market
is “green” building. The use of technology to improve a
home’s performance has increased dramatically during
recent years.
Over the next five years, the percentage of remodelers
who expect to be using green practices in more than 60
percent of their projects will double, according to the
McGraw Hill Construction green–building study conducted
in conjunction with the National Association of Home
Builders.
The lower operating and maintenance costs of energy–
efficient homes are a “compelling reason” for more
homeowners to incorporate green features in their
remodeling designs, the report says.
Harris said she believes a lot of homeowners “will be
updating their floor plans with high–performance windows, insulation, programmable thermostats, and other
energy–saving features” as more consumers move toward
a green residential environment.
The McGraw Hill Construction forecast anticipates that
by 2016, the green single–family housing industry alone
will represent roughly 26 to 33 percent of the market,
translating to an $80 billion to $100 billion opportunity
based on current projections.
Designers West Interiors is positioned in both the new–
home and remodeling market. The National Association of
Home Builders forecasts that single–family construction
will increase 22 percent in 2014 over last year.
Locally, Harris sees the core market her firm serves
growing again soon. “When the high–end market starts
coming out of the ground, which I think will happen soon
in Brevard, we are going to see a nice lift. I think 2015 is
going to be a break–out year for home building in our
area.”
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